
 

 

Appendix 1 
�

London�Assembly�(Mayor’s�Question�Time)�–�16�September�2015�
�

Transcript�of�Agenda�Item�3�–�Oral�Update�on�the�Report�of�the�Mayor��
�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��The�Mayor�will�now�provide�an�oral�update�of�up�to�five�minutes�in�

length�on�matters�occurring�since�the�publication�of�his�report.��Mr�Mayor?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thank�you�very�much,�Tony.��May�I�congratulate�you�and�welcome�

you�to�the�chair;��I�know�you�are�standing�in�for�Jennette�[Arnold�OBE�AM,�Chair�of�the�London�Assembly]�and�

I�am�sure�you�will�chair�this�meeting�with�your�customary�discipline�and�ruthlessness.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Indeed.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Since�we�last�met,�there�has�been�a�great�deal�of�progress�on�

something�I�know�Assembly�Members�have�taken�a�lot�of�interest�in�and�that�is�recruitment�to�the�

Metropolitan�Police�Service�(MPS)�from�black�and�minority�ethnic�(BAME)�groups.��We�promised�to�do�what�

we�could�to�accelerate�that�and�to�make�a�police�force�that�genuinely�reflected�London.��It�is�something�that�

everybody�in�this�horseshoe�cares�about�a�lot.��Since�the�introduction�of�the�policy�of�recruiting�exclusively�

from�the�Greater�London�area,�we�have�seen�a�significant�increase�in�new�MPS�officer�recruits�from�BAME�

backgrounds�to�26%�now�of�new�officer�recruits,�up�from�12%,�and�a�rise�from�26%�to�33%�for�female�

recruits.��The�policy�is�working�and�I�am�assured�that�it�is�in�no�sense�compromising�the�quality�of�MPS�officers.�

�

We�have�a�Gigs�Champion.��The�Hounslow�singer�Luca�Fiore�has�been�crowned�Gigs�Champion.��He�has�won�

the�great�busking�competition.�

�

We�have�launched�the�West�Anglia�Taskforce�to�promote�the�four-tracking�of�the�West�Anglia�Main�Line�

between�Coppermill�Junction�and�Broxbourne�and�the�developing�of�that�corridor�up�in�the�northeast,�chaired�

by�[The�Rt�Hon]�Sir�Alan�Haselhurst,�Member�of�Parliament�(MP)�for�Saffron�Walden.�

�

We�are�promoting�a�series�of�wonderful�new�local�community�projects�as�part�of�the�High�Street�Fund,�

spending�£280,000,�including�£10,000�on�the�Peckham�Coal�Line,�which�Assembly�Members�will�be�familiar�

with.��This�connects�the�communities�of�Queens�Road�and�Rye�Lane�with�a�new�urban�park,�on�a�smaller�scale�

but�a�bit�like�what�they�have�done�in�New�York,�changing�the�lives�of�residents,�bridging�busy�roads,�creating�a�

more�direct�link�between�two�high�streets.��It�runs�on�disused�coal�sidings�alongside�the�railway�line�through�

the�heart�of�Peckham.��We�are�funding�a�feasibility�study�to�get�that�done�and�I�am�sure�it�will�be�absolutely�

brilliant.�

�

That�concludes,�Tony,�my�report.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Thank�you�very�much.��Joanne?�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�I�am�very�pleased�about�the�new�recruits�to�the�MPS�and�about�the�

makeup�of�BAME�recruits�rising.��However,�you�will�be�aware�that�the�MPS�is�considering�getting�rid�of�all�

Police�Community�Support�Officers�(PCSOs)�as�one�of�the�options�it�is�going�to�be�looking�at�shortly�and�34%�

of�PCSOs�are�made�up�of�BAME�officers.��We�have�both�said�that�this�is�often�a�first�step�to�getting�recruits�

into�the�MPS�to�be�fully�warranted�officers.�

�
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With�regards�to�PCSOs,�who�are�so�more�representative�of�London,�if�they�were�all�cut,�it�would�be�a�loss�of�

about�400�BAME�officers,�which�would�represent�1.25%�of�the�police�force,�which�would�be�a�retrograde�step.��

Were�you�aware�of�these�plans�and�do�you�support�them?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��I�know�that�you�have�put�out�a�press�release�this�morning�

about�this�but�I�have�not�seen�that�proposal.��I�am�certainly�not�aware�that�it�has�been�agreed.��It�certainly�has�

not�been�--�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��It�is�going�to�the�[MPS]�management�board�at�the�end�of�this�month.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�may�have�the�advantage�over�me�in�that�respect,�but�I�have�

not�seen�it�and�it�is�certainly�not�something�that�has�been�discussed�with�me.��What�we�want�to�achieve�is�to�

continue�to�drive�down�neighbourhood�crime�types�-�and�we�have�seen�a�great�deal�of�success�in�that�-�and�to�

put�more�police�into�the�neighbourhoods.��You�will�remember�that�we�put�another�2,600�out�into�

neighbourhood�policing�in�order�to�maintain�the�Safer�Neighbourhood�Teams.�

�

I�am�not�aware�of�any�specific�plans�to�get�rid�of�all�PCSOs,�but�clearly�what�happens�-�and�you�have�made�the�

point�yourself�-�is�that�a�lot�of�them�‘graduate’�from�being�PCSOs�into�being�warranted�officers.��That�is�

actually�a�very�good�thing�and�that�is�one�of�the�ways�in�which�we�are�starting�to�see�a�change�in�the�makeup�

of�the�MPS�overall�and�that�is�the�right�way�forward.�

�

Most�members�of�the�public�if�asked�what�they�want�given�the�choice�between�having�a�warranted�officer�

appear�or�a�PCSO�would�rather�have�a�warranted�officer.��Therefore,�I�do�defend�the�continued�maintenance�of�

warranted�officers�at�the�level�we�have�them,�which�is�more�or�less�32,000.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�you�have�repeatedly�said�that�you�would�protect�neighbourhood�policing�

and�a�great�part�of�that�neighbourhood�policing�is�this�diverse�collection�of�PCSOs.��We�have�seen�our�

dedicated�officers�go�down�under�your�mayoralty.��We�are�now�seeing�the�possibility�of�all�the�remaining�

PCSOs�going.��That�is�around�1,100.��I�am�absolutely�astonished�that�you�have�not�heard�about�this,�given�that�

you�are�Chair�of�the�Mayor’s�Office�for�Policing�and�Crime�(MOPAC)�and�you�are�the�elected�

Police�and�Crime�Commissioner�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�may�be,�Joanne�--�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Can�I�finish�my�question,�Mr�Mayor?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�that�the�reason�for�that�is�that�it�is�simply�not�true�--�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Chairman,�can�I�finish�my�question?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�and�many�a�time�and�oft�has�the�Labour�Group�produced�a�press�

release�that�is�not�founded�in�fact.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��OK,�Mr�Mayor.��Can�I�say�that�you�are�the�Chair�of�MOPAC?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�can.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��You�are�the�elected�Police�and�Crime�Commissioner.�

�



 

 

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�are�right.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��I�am�astonished�that�you�do�not�know�about�this.��Every�PCSO�has�had�a�briefing�

from�their�Borough�Commander�telling�them�that�their�jobs�are�on�the�line.��I�am�assuming�that�every�

Assembly�Member�here�has�had�their�local�PCSOs�contacting�them�and�saying�they�are�worried�about�their�

livelihoods.��It�was�in�the�press�last�week.��I�can�actually�show�you�that�my�Borough�Commander�and�other�

Borough�Commanders�have�put�out.��It�is�on�the�MPS’s�intranet.��You�are�telling�me�that�this�is�the�first�time�

you�have�heard�about�this?��That�is�astonishing.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��It�is�incompetence.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��There�is�no�such�proposal�that�I�am�aware�of�and�--�

�

[Interruption�from�the�public�gallery.]�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�let�me�repeat�to�you�what�I�have�said�before,�which�is�that�we�

are�keeping�police�numbers�up�at�32,000�--�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�does�your�Deputy�Mayor�[Stephen�Greenhalgh,�Deputy�Mayor�for�

Policing�and�Crime]�and�the�Commissioner�[Sir�Bernard�Hogan-Howe�QPM,�Commissioner�of�Police�of�the�

Metropolis]�talk�to�you�anymore�with�regards�to�policing?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�and�the�results�are�showing�up�in�the�steady�reductions�in�

neighbourhood�crimes,�which�I�think�all�our�constituents�appreciate.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��The�Mayor�has�acknowledged�your�astonishment�and�that�was�your�

question.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��I�am�absolutely�astonished.��Chairman,�I�am�assuming�you�knew�about�this?��Yes!��

See?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�think�Joanne’s�astonishment�--�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��I�am�astonished�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�is�entirely�misplaced,�since�there�is�no�evidence�that�her�story�is�

in�fact�correct.��She�has�put�out�a�press�released�based,�to�my�knowledge,�on�absolutely�nothing.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��It�is�on�the�MPS’s�website,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�think�she�has�absolutely�nothing�about�which�to�be�astonished.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��All�right.��We�have�dealt�with�that�aspect�--�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Sorry,�Chairman.��Is�the�Mayor�calling�me�a�liar?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��What?�

�



 

 

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Are�you�calling�me�a�liar?��You�have�inferred�I�made�up�this�story.��Are�you�calling�

me�a�liar?�

�

[Interruption�from�the�public�gallery.]�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�certainly�the�case�--�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�you�are�totally�out�of�touch�on�this�issue.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�certainly�the�case�that�many�Labour�press�releases�have�been�

issued�in�the�past�that�have�no�foundation�in�fact.��I�am�not�aware�of�any�plan�to�get�rid�of�all�the�PCSOs.��

What�I�am�aware�of�is�a�plan�to�keep�neighbourhood�policing�up�at�record�levels.��We�have�more�

neighbourhood�police�now�than�at�any�time�and�in�fact�more�police�constables�now�than�at�any�time�in�the�

history�of�the�MPS�-�it�is�absolutely�true�-�at�26,000�and�they�are�doing�a�fantastic�job�at�bringing�down�crime.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Chairman,�I�am�astonished�by�the�Mayor’s�either�ignorance�or�incompetence�on�this�

matter.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��All�right.��We�are�constantly�astonished�by�the�Mayor�--�

�

[Interruption�from�the�public�gallery.]�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��If�I�may�say�so,�Tony,�that�was�a�departure�from�your�normal�

standards�of�impartiality,�if�I�may�say�so!�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��I�was�going�to�say�‘astonished�by�your�brilliance’!�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�is�much�more�like�it!��Does�anybody�notice�any�hostility�in�the�

audience�this�morning?��Is�there�something�wrong�with�these�people?�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��I�am�about�to�address�that.��There�will�be�only�one�other�warning.��

Otherwise,�I�will�adjourn�the�meeting�and�ask�for�the�public�gallery�to�be�cleared.��You�can�either�enjoy�the�fun�

silently�or�leave.�All�right.��Are�there�any�other�questions�on�the�Mayor’s�oral�report?�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��He�has�called�me�a�liar�in�the�past.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Was�that�a�question�or�a�statement?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�am�very�sorry,�Jenny.�



 

 

Appendix 2 
�

London�Assembly�(Mayor’s�Question�Time)�–�16�September�2015�
�

Transcript�of�Agenda�Item�4�–�Questions�to�the�Mayor��
�

2015/2621�-�Looted�artefacts�from�conflict�zones�

Roger�Evans�AM�

�

It�was�recently�confirmed�that�the�first�artefact�to�have�been�smuggled�to�the�UK�after�being�looted�during�the�

Libyan�uprising�is�to�be�held�in�the�British�museum�until�it�can�be�returned.��What�work�is�the�Metropolitan�

Police�Service�undertaking�to�combat�the�illicit�trade�in�artefacts�looted�from�around�the�world�during�times�of�

conflict?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thanks�very�much,�Roger.��This�is�an�issue�which�is�extremely�

important�and�one�in�which�I�personally�have�taken�a�great�deal�of�interest�because,�clearly,�artefacts�of�huge�

cultural�importance�are�being�taken�from�sites�in�the�Middle�East�by�Daesh�or�the�Islamic�State�in�Iraq�and�the�

Levant�(ISIL)�-�or�whatever�you�want�to�call�them�-�and�others�and�are�being�used�to�finance�their�terroristic�

operations.�

�

There�is�a�great�deal�of�work�being�done�by�the�Metropolitan�Police�Service�(MPS)�on�this.��They�have�an�

Art�&�Antiques�Unit.��They�are�working�together�with�the�National�Terrorist�Financial�Unit�to�monitor�what�is�

going�on�and,�clearly,�a�lot�of�this�has�to�be�done�in�concert�with�the�Border�Force.��However,�it�is�something�

that�I�am�going�to�be�taking�up�with�Sir�Bernard�[Sir�Bernard�Hogan-Howe�QPM,�Commissioner�of�Police�of�

the�Metropolis]�to�see�what�else�we�can�do�to�crack�down.��London�is�clearly�the�centre�of�the�trade�in�this�sort�

of�stuff�and�we�have�to�find�ways�of�making�sure�that�these�guys�are�not�profiting�from�looting�historic�

antiquities�in�the�Middle�East.�

�

Roger�Evans�AM:��It�is�very�worrying�that�the�destruction�of�monuments�that�we�are�seeing�in�the�

Middle�East�at�the�moment�is�possibly�being�used�as�a�cover�to�loot�items�from�them�and�to�sell�those�to�

provide�financing�to�support�terrorism�and�acts�against�our�country.��When�you�work�with�the�MPS�to�do�this,�

will�you�also�ask�them�to�provide�support�for�the�British�Museum�and,�indeed,�the�Museum�of�London�and�

other�organisations�that�we�will�need�to�preserve�these�antiquities�when�we�manage�to�recover�them?��They�

will�obviously�have�to�be�kept�safe�rather�than�returned.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��This�is�just�another�example�of�the�kind�of�national�-�and�indeed�

international�-�work�that�falls�to�the�MPS�and�the�impact�on�its�funding.��We�have�just�had�a�conversation�

about�frontline�policing�with�Joanne�[Joanne�McCartney�AM].��We�have�been�able,�unlike�any�other�force�in�

Britain,�to�keep�frontline�policing�very�high�in�London.��However,�this�sort�of�pressure�on�the�MPS’s�operations�

undoubtedly�-�coupled�with�all�the�other�stuff�it�has�to�do:�Operation�Goddard�[the�Goddard�inquiry�into�child�

sex�abuse],�investigations�into�historic�suspected�sex�abuse�and�all�that�kind�of�thing�-�mounts�up.��It�certainly�

fortifies�us�in�going�to�the�Government�and�saying,�“We�really�need�proper�funding�to�reflect�the�national�and�

international�obligations�of�the�MPS”.�

�

Roger�Evans�AM:��Policing�our�capital�is�a�very�expensive�and�complex�business.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is.��It�is�not�just�our�capital,�though,�that�we�are�asked�to�police.��

That�is�the�problem.�

�
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Roger�Evans�AM:��We�are�aware�of�some�smaller�items�turning�up�on�eBay,�for�example.��Is�that�something�

that�the�MPS�can�keep�an�eye�out�for?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�was�not�aware�of�that,�but�I�am�sure�that�that�is�exactly�the�kind�

of�thing�that�the�Art�&�Antiques�Unit�is�doing.��They�are�obviously�in�touch�with�dealers�and�with�museums�to�

see�what�is�going�on�and�do�their�best�to�keep�track�of�this.��Clearly,�it�is�a�very�fast-moving�target.�

�

�

2015/2639�-�Night�Tube�

Jenny�Jones�AM�(on�behalf�of�Darren�Johnson�AM)�

�

Is�your�decision�to�delay�the�implementation�of�the�Night�Tube�plans�a�realisation�that�this�is�a�project�that�is�

best�done�right,�rather�than�done�hurriedly?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thanks,�Jenny.��No,�the�reality�is�that�the�Night�Tube�will�be�a�

fantastic�thing�for�the�city�and�we�want�to�get�it�in�as�soon�as�we�reasonably�can.��We�have�been�working�on�

this,�actually,�since�2013.��We�believe�there�is�an�excellent�offer�on�the�table�for�our�staff�and�for�London�

Underground�(LU)�workers�and�that�offer�should�be�put�to�them�as�soon�as�possible.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM�(on�behalf�of�Darren�Johnson�AM):��There�are�obviously�going�to�be�considerable�

changes�to�shift�patterns�and,�for�example,�12-hour�shifts�at�night,�which�will�have�an�impact�on�staff�in�terms�

of�childcare,�travel�costs�and�tiredness,�I�would�think.��Presumably,�you�are�going�to�go�ahead�with�the�unions�

and�find�some�sort�of�fair�system?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��At�the�moment,�it�seems�to�be�lacking.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�do�not�think�that�is�true.��If�you�look�at�the�deal�that�is�on�the�

table,�it�is�very�generous.��There�are�extra�payments�both�for�station�staff�and�for�drivers.��Nobody�is�required�

to�work�extra�shifts�or�to�work�longer�hours.��It�is�a�really�very�fair�package.��Most�people�in�London,�looking�at�

it�and�considering�what�remuneration�Tube�staff�and�Tube�drivers�already�get,�would�think�it�was�a�reasonable�

way�to�proceed.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��My�colleague�Darren�Johnson�[AM]�has�also�had�constituents�writing�in�saying�that�

because�they�live�close�to�the�Tube�lines,�they�are�worried�about�24-hour�working�and�that�sort�of�thing.��

Would�you�consider�supplying�insulation�for�certain�flats�that�are�very�close�to�the�lines?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes.��This�is�a�very�important�issue�that�has�been�raised�by�several�

Assembly�Members�and�it�is�something�that�we�are�obviously�taking�incredibly�seriously.��We�have�carried�out�

noise�assessments�in�areas�where�there�have�been�historic�complaints�about�noise�and�we�are�getting�on�fast�

with�what�mitigations�we�can�before�the�service�comes�in.��We�are�looking�at�carrying�out�grinding�on�the�track�

or�track�renewals�to�minimise�the�noise�as�fast�as�possible.�

�

The�key�thing�is�really�for�LU�to�be�in�touch�with�all�of�the�-�I�know�there�are�some�in�Marylebone�-�residents�

around�the�map�who�are�concerned�about�this�and�we�must�allay�those�concerns�as�fast�as�possible.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��Thank�you.�

�



 

 

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Dick?�

�

Richard�Tracey�AM:��Thank�you,�Chairman.��Mr�Mayor,�I�understand,�of�course,�that�there�has�to�be�

reasonable�discussion�before�the�Night�Tube�is�introduced,�but�you�of�course�realise�that�it�is�a�very�popular�

concept.��Even�more�so�it�would�have�been�if�it�had�now�been�in�place�for�the�Rugby�World�Cup�because�we�

are�hearing�that�there�will�be�a�large�number�of�transport�problems�as�a�result.�

�

The�other�thing�is�that�apparently,�according�to�a�recent�survey,�only�16%�of�the�population�of�London�is�

actually�supportive�of�these�Tube�strikes.��Can�I�ask�that�you�do�not�delay�too�long�discussing�and�talking�

about�rosters�and�actually�introduce�the�Night�Tube?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�am�grateful�to�you,�Dick,�for�your�support�for�the�project�because�

I�think�actually�it�is�something�that�everybody�supports,�including�the�trades�unions,�to�be�fair.��They�want�to�

get�it�done�and�I�am�very�hopeful�that�we�will�get�it�done.��We�have�not�had�it�for�150�years.��We�managed�

without�it�during�the�Olympic�and�Paralympic�Games,�as�you�will�recall.��However,�it�is�a�great�thing�for�

London.��It�will�boost�the�economy�by�about�£360�million�per�year�with�at�least�2,000�new�jobs�created�in�the�

night-time�economy.��It�is�a�fantastic�scheme�and�we�want�to�get�it�in�as�fast�as�possible.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Assembly�Member�Evans?�

�

Roger�Evans�AM:��Thank�you,�Chairman.��Jenny�[Jenny�Jones�AM]�made�quite�a�good�point,�actually,�about�

the�noise�that�residents�living�near�the�lines�will�experience.��I�know�I�have�had�complaints�and�concerns�raised�

by�people�in�Woodford�and�South�Woodford�who�live�alongside�the�Central�line�where�it�is�on�an�embankment�

and�they�are�going�to�be�subject�to�some�noise�overnight.�

�

Can�you�make�sure�that�Transport�for�London�(TfL)�actually�addresses�those�complaints�and�reassures�them�

that�it�is�not�going�to�be�a�life-changing,�sleep-depriving�thing?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�very�important�that�that�should�not�be�the�case�and�that�is�

why�I�have�said�what�I�have�just�said�about�working�with�residents�and�putting�in�the�mitigation�measures�as�

fast�as�possible.�

�

Kit�Malthouse�AM�MP:��One�of�the�key�issues,�of�course,�as�well�in�terms�of�noise�is�station�announcements�

at�open�stations�like�Earls�Court,�Sloane�Square�and�some�of�the�stations�in�Fulham.��Are�you�going�to�have�a�

ban�on�platform�announcements�during�the�night?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Clearly,�that�is�something�that�we�will�be�in�discussion�residents�

about�and�whether�they�find�station�announcements�in�certain�places�particularly�intrusive�and�disturbing�and�

over�the�top.��We�can�dial�it�down�a�bit�or�not�have�them�at�all.��That�is�exactly�the�sort�of�thing�we�can�look�at.��

If�you�are�going�to�have�a�train�running�at�3.00am�or�4.00am�in�the�morning,�I�do�not�see�why�the�information�

should�not�just�be�flashed�up�on�the�dot-matrix�board.�

�

�
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�

What�changes�will�you�be�making�to�your�existing�strategies�to�increase�the�use�of�electric�buses,�taxis�and�

other�vehicles�in�London?�

�



 

 

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thank�you,�Stephen.��The�strategies�we�have�in�place�are�actually�

extremely�exciting�and�are,�at�last,�starting�to�deliver�some�progress�on�electric�vehicles�in�London.�

�

From�2018,�as�you�know,�all�new�licensed�taxis�will�have�to�be�zero-emission-capable�and�that�will�deliver�

9,000�zero-emission�taxis�by�2020.��We�have�£65�million�to�help�the�taxi�trade�transition�to�that.��By�2020,�all�

3,000�double-decker�buses�in�central�London�will�be�hybrid-electric�and�all�300�single-deckers�will�be�zero-

emission.��We�are�already�trialling�all-electric�buses,�as�you�know,�on�four�routes�and�-�something�that�people�

thought�was�technically�impossible�-�the�electric�double-decker�is�arriving.��It�is�currently�at�sea�but�it�is�

arriving�very�shortly�in�London�and�it�will�run�on�route�16�from�Cricklewood�to�Victoria�Station.��We�are�also,�of�

course,�expanding�the�rapid-charging�hubs�to�support�the�needs�of�taxis,�private-hire�vehicles,�commercial�

fleets�and�so�on.�

�

As�a�result�of�these�measures,�we�already�have�8,000�privately�owned�electric�vehicles�in�London,�45,000�

petrol-electric�hybrid�cars,�750�diesel-electric�hybrid�cars�and�one�of�the�largest�electric�networks�in�the�whole�

of�Europe.��Therefore,�we�are�making�progress;�although�clearly�there�is�a�lot�further�to�go.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Thank�you,�Mr�Mayor.��Clearly,�the�progress�that�we�are�making�has�not�been�enough�

so�far�and�the�plans�that�exist�so�far�have�not�been�enough�to�meet�our�legal�obligations,�particularly�around�

nitrogen�dioxide.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��On�air�quality.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��In�the�light�of�the�Government’s�recent�publication�of�its�draft�plan�to�reduce�

nitrogen�dioxide�-�which�itself�has�been�published�as�a�reaction�to�the�Government�being�ordered�to�do�so�by�

the�courts�-�incidentally�published�on�Saturday,�within�minutes�of�the�Labour�leadership�announcement�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�was�not�my�decision,�Stephen.��It�was�nothing�to�do�with�me.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��I�am�not�sure�if�that�is�something�that�you�would�deem�appropriate�by�the�

Department�for�Environment,�Food�&�Rural�Affairs�(Defra),�to�publish�its�plan�using�that�timing.�

�

Clearly,�we�have�to�go�a�lot�further,�have�we�not?��On�top�of�what�you�have�already�said,�in�response�to�this�

draft�plan,�how�much�further�are�you�going�to�go?��Clearly,�London�is�not�as�far�advanced�as�other�cities�in�the�

United�Kingdom�(UK)�like�Nottingham,�which�has�had�a�fleet�of�electric�buses�since�2012.��We�are�a�long�way�

behind.��How�much�more�are�you�going�to�do�as�a�result�of�Saturday’s�announcement?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�will�recall,�of�course,�with�the�long�memory�that�you�have,�that�

the�first�electric�bus�was�actually�introduced�on�the�streets�of�London�in�1904.��Therefore,�we�are�really�

returning�to�technology�that�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Are�you�bringing�trolley�buses�back?��Is�that�what�you�are�telling�me?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No,�it�was�not�a�trolley�bus,�popular�though�that�might�be.��It�was�

not�a�trolley�bus.��It�was�a�pure�electric�bus�that�ran�on�a�battery.��The�technology,�obviously,�has�developed�

very�fast�and�we�can�now�do�things�such�as�double-decker�electric�buses,�which�were�not�possible�before.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�how�many�of�these�new�Chinese�electric�buses�are�you�planning�to�buy?�

�



 

 

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�are�going�to�trial�it�and�then�we�will�take�a�decision.��We�are�

certainly�not�making�a�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Once�you�have�trialled�the�one�prototype�that�is�arriving,�presumably�you�have�plans�to�

roll�it�out�to�a�number�of�routes�across�London.��How�many�are�you�planning�to�buy?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��If�I�may�say�so,�I�do�not�know�whether�you�are�working�for�this�

Chinese�company�but�you�are�slightly�jumping�the�gun�there!��We�are�going�to�see�how�good�it�is�and,�

depending�on�its�performance�in�the�trials,�we�will�take�a�decision.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Thank�you.��Mr�Mayor,�TfL�has�been�trialling�hydrogen�fuel�cell�electric�buses�in�

London�for�some�years�now.��What�plans�do�you�have�to�expand�the�use�of�hydrogen�fuel�cell�buses�in�the�

light�of�the�trials?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��None�at�the�moment�that�I�am�aware�of�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��None�at�all?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�mainly�because�of�the�cost�of�the�individual�hydrogen�buses.��

Kit�[Kit�Malthouse�AM�MP],�the�distinguished�former�Chair�of�the�London�Hydrogen�Partnership,�may�correct�

me�on�this�but�to�the�best�of�my�knowledge�each�individual�RV1�bus�costs�about�£1�million�and�although�

they�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Yes,�they�are�expensive.��Mr�Mayor,�clearly,�it�is�going�to�be�a�long�time�before�we�see�

electric�buses�replacing�all�diesel�buses�across�London.��Can�I�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�have�given�you�a�feeling�for�the�timetable�and�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��I�am�aware�of�the�timetable�that�you�have�at�the�moment,�but�clearly�we�are�a�long�

way�from�replacing�the�8,000�diesel�buses�that�we�have�running�around�London’s�roads�with�purely�electric�

ones.�

�

Can�I�ask�you�this?��What�assessment�has�TfL�made�of�the�possibility�in�the�short�to�medium�term�of�converting�

diesel�buses�to�run�on�compressed�natural�gas,�a�much�cleaner�fuel�than�diesel,�in�order�to�rid�our�streets�of�

diesel�buses�as�soon�as�we�possibly�can?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��What�is�happening�on�buses�is�that�they�are�all�going�to�be�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��No,�I�asked�specifically�about�converting�to�natural�gas.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�am�not�aware,�particularly.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��None�at�all?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�plan�is�to�go�for�Euro�6�standards�or�better�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Will�you�ask�TfL�to�look�at�this�option?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��They�have.��Believe�me,�they�have�and�--�



 

 

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��You�just�said�that�no�consideration�has�been�given�to�it.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�do�not�believe�that�there�are�plans�to�go�forward�with�the�

conversion�of�our�current�fleet�of�buses�to�liquid�gas�or�natural�gas�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Please�could�you�write�to�me�with�a�copy�of�what�assessments�have�been�done?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�because�we�think�that�we�can�achieve�the�air�quality�benefits�in�

other�ways.��I�have�spelled�out�some�of�them.��When�you�get�the�Ultra�Low�Emission�Zone�(ULEZ)�in�--�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Could�you�ask�TfL,�please?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�you�will�have�much�cleaner�buses�running�in�the�centre�of�

London.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�the�current�plans�seem�to�leave�our�streets�dominated�by�diesel�buses�for�

many�years�to�come.��You�have�said�that�TfL�has�looked�at�gas�bus�conversions�and�has�dismissed�it.��Please�

could�you�publish�or�ask�TfL�to�publish�its�assessment�of�doing�that?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�would�be�very�happy,�Stephen,�to�do�that.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Thank�you.��That�is�me�finished,�Chairman.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�think�we�can�achieve�the�air�quality�benefits�in�other�ways�and�

we�are.��You�will�appreciate�that�there�are�very�considerable�reductions�in�nitrogen�dioxide,�in�particulate�

matter�less�than�10�microns�in�diameter�(PM10s)�and�in�particulate�matter�less�than�2.5�microns�in�diameter�

(PM2.5s)�that�have�already�been�achieved�in�the�last�seven�or�eight�years.�

�

Stephen�Knight�AM:��Thank�you,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Assembly�Member�Pidgeon?�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Thank�you.��I�would�like�to�ask�you�about�taxis.�

�

[Interruption�from�public�gallery]�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Do�you�accept,�Mr�Mayor,�that�until�there�are�enough�zero-emission-capable�

taxis�on�the�market�and�alongside�that�enough�rapid-charging�points�in�central�London,�it�will�be�difficult�for�

the�taxi�trade�to�switch�away�from�the�diesel�vehicles?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�do.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Therefore,�what�are�you�going�to�do�be�able�to�do�to�make�sure�that�we�can�roll�

out�these�zero-emission�vehicles�on�the�roads�as�soon�as�possible?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�have�an�ambitious�plan�to�roll�out�rapid-charging�points�across�

London�to�make�sure�that�people�do�not�suffer�from�range�anxiety�and�so�that�people�can�recharge�at�decent�

intervals�across�the�city.��



 

 

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Yes,�Mr�Mayor,�but�under�your�plan�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Secondly,�as�you�will�be�aware,�there�is�now�in�the�market�a�

considerable�number�of�companies�that�are�bringing�forward�all-electric�taxis�of�one�kind�or�another.�

�

[Interruption�from�public�gallery]�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��I�cannot�hear.��Can�you�stop�my�clock?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�will�be�aware�of�a�British�company�called�Frazer�Nash.��There�

is�--�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Mr�Mayor,�please.�[Addressing�the�public�gallery]��I�would�be�glad�if�

you�put�those�[banners]�down.��We�do�not�allow�props�in�here.��We�rely�on�our�arguments.��All�right.��Carry�on,�

Mr�Mayor.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�will�be�aware,�Caroline,�that�there�is�a�British�company�that�is�

in�the�market.��There�is�a�Turkish�firm.��There�is�considerable�investment�in�Coventry,�which�the�Government�

has�supported.��I�have�no�doubt�at�all�that�if�you�take�into�consideration�the�£65�million�that�we�have�secured�

to�help�fund�the�transformation�to�cleaner�vehicles,�the�black�cab�and�black�taxi�drivers�will�be�able�to�make�

the�switch.��I�appreciate�that�there�is�anxiety�about�this�and�I�appreciate�that�this�is�a�big�change�to�ask�people�

to�make,�but�I�believe�that�it�is�one�that�is�profoundly�in�the�interests�of�the�black�cab�trade.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Let�me�ask�you�some�specific�questions,�then,�Mr�Mayor�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��This�is�something�that�will�be�greatly�appreciated�by�their�

passengers,�who�will�want�to�be�travelling�in�cleaner�vehicles,�and�it�will�be�appreciated�by�everybody�in�the�

streets�behind�them�and�in�front�of�them.��It�is�an�interesting�fact�--�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�let�me�ask�you�some�very�specific�questions�on�this�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Of�course.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��--�and�if�you�could�give�me�some�succinct�answers,�I�would�be�grateful.��In�

terms�of�the�charging�network,�you�have�said�twice�that�you�have�an�ambitious�plan�for�that,�but�your�original�

plan�said�there�would�be�25,000�fully�functioning�charging�points�across�London�and�today�we�have�only�1,400�

charging�points.��Of�those,�40%�are�regularly�out�of�service�and�you�have�now�sold�these�on�to�a�private�

operator.�

�

[Interruption�from�public�gallery.]�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Can�you�briefly�explain�how�your�new�ambitious�plan�is�going�to�have�a�network�

that�really�will�work�to�support�these�new�vehicles�you�have�described?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��As�you�will�appreciate,�there�is�a�certain�amount�of�

chicken-and-egg�in�all�of�this�because�at�the�moment�the�number�of�black�cabs�that�need�to�use�a�charging�

point�is�very�low.��There�are�some.��There�are�at�least�one�or�two�now�that�are�all-electric.��We�are�proceeding�

with�expanding�the�charging�network.�



 

 

�

However,�I�would�just�say�to�all�the�Luddites�in�the�room�who�do�not�want�to�see�new�technology�-�and�I�do�

not�count�you�amongst�them,�Caroline�-�that�this�will�be�something�--�

�

[Interruption�from�public�gallery]�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��All�right.��You�have�been�told.��The�meeting�will�be�adjourned.��

Would�you�please�clear�these�people�out?�

�

[Note:�The�meeting�adjourned�at�10.39am�and�reconvened�at�11.08am�in�Committee�Room�5.��Following�

discussion,�the�question�and�answer�session�with�the�Mayor�resumed.]�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��We�were�still�on�Assembly�Member�Pidgeon’s�question�relating�to�

electric�vehicles.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Electric�vehicles,�yes.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��All�right.��Mr�Mayor,�let�us�try�to�recap.��We�had�got�to�the�point�where�we�

looking�at�talking�about�the�infrastructure.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��What�I�would�say�is�that�many�taxi�drivers�and�private�hire�drivers�do�not�have�

access�to�dedicated�off-street�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No,�I�understand�that.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��--�parking�facilities.��We�do�not�want�them�trailing�leads�across�the�pavements�

of�estates.��Are�you�looking�at�infrastructure�that�will�work�with�that?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�we�are�and�we�are�looking�into,�also,�a�new�network�not�just�

of�thousands�of�charging�points�but�of�rapid�charging�points�as�well.��We�are�acutely�conscious�of�not�just�the�

needs�but�the�anxieties�that�taxi�drivers�and�private�hire�vehicle�drivers�will�have�about�their�ability�to�have�

regular�access�to�charging�outlets.���

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��Then�what�I�wanted�to�ask�you�about.��Given�that�there�is�a�lack�of�availability�

at�the�moment�of�zero-emission�taxis�and�that�could�be�a�barrier�to�adoption�and�also�the�cost�of�them�-�I�have�

heard�that�the�new�ones�are�looking�good,�but�the�cost�of�them�-�would�you�consider�TfL�looking�at�procuring�

a�replacement�fleet�of�zero-emission-capable�taxis�directly�and�then�leasing�them�to�taxi�drivers,�much�the�

same�way�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Like�the�bus,�yes.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��--�you�have�with�the�New�Bus�for�London,�in�order�to�get�the�prices�down�to�

get�that�real�hit�early�on�of�clean�vehicles�on�our�streets?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�a�very�interesting�idea.��As�you�know,�we�have�£65�million�

from�the�Office�for�Low�Emission�Vehicles�(OLEV)�that�we�are�intending�to�use�to�subsidise�the�acquisition�of�

these�new�vehicles.��It�might�be�worth�considering�whether�we�can�use�our�finance�and�borrowing�ability�to�do�



 

 

just�that.��I�will�certainly�not�see�a�problem�with�looking�at�that.��It�may�not�be�possible�but�it�is�certainly�worth�

considering.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:���It�seems�that�you�have�done�it�for�buses�and,�from�memory,�New�York�do�this�

for�its�taxi�fleet.��It�leases�them�out.��It�would�be�a�way�that�you�could�buy�them�quickly.��It�would�help�get�

through�the�system.��Otherwise,�we�are�going�to�be�looking�at�2033�before�the�taxi�fleet�is�completely�zero-

emission-capable.��I�would�like�you�to�seriously�put�this�to�TfL�and�see�if�it�can�find�a�way�to�make�this�work.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�I�shall.��I�did�not�know�it�was�being�done�in�New�York�and�we�

will�certainly�look�at�that�possibility,�although,�as�I�say,�I�would�not�want�to�commit�to�it�right�now.�

�

Caroline�Pidgeon�MBE�AM:��It�seems�a�good�option�to�try�to�clean�the�fleet�as�quickly�as�possible.��Thank�

you,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

�

2015/2750�-�Police�Funding��

Joanne�McCartney�AM�

�

How�will�the�Home�Office’s�proposed�changes�to�the�Police�Allocation�Formula�affect�London?���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Let�me�just�say�that�I�share�very�much�your�concern�about�this,�

Joanne.��It�is�a�very�difficult�situation�in�which�the�MPS�finds�itself,�and�indeed�other�metropolitan�forces�in�the�

big�cities.��Clearly,�the�funding�is�potentially�being�skewed�away�from�cities�towards�other�areas.��That�cannot�

be�right,�given�the�massive�growth�in�London’s�population�and�the�real�challenges�we�face.���

�

However,�you�will�appreciate�we�are�at�the�beginning�of�the�stage�of�negotiation�now�about�that�funding�

formula�and�also�about�the�overall�package�of�funding�from�the�Home�Office.��There�are�two�things�in�play�

now�and�we�have�to�make�sure�that�the�needs�of�London�are�properly�understood�by�both.���

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Yes,�we�entirely�agree�with�that,�Mr�Mayor.��In�the�consultation�that�the�

Home�Office�is�doing�about�replacing�the�policing�formula,�under�various�scenarios�it�has�the�MPS�budget�

reducing�by�up�to�43%,�which�obviously�decimates�London’s�police�as�we�know�it.��These�figures�are�not�being�

given�out�as�part�of�the�consultation.��Therefore�police�forces�are�being�asked�to�respond�to�a�consultation�

where�the�Home�Office�is�refusing�to�release�the�data�that�lies�behind�the�changes.���

�

The�Police�and�Crime�Commissioners�Treasurers’�Society�has�come�up�with�possible�scenarios�that�lead�to�that�

43%�possibility�for�the�MPS.��The�Police�and�Crime�Commissioners�of�the�West�Midlands�and�Northumbria�

have�stated�that�this�indicates�a�shift�away�from�city�policing�to�rural.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes�--�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��They�have�said�that�they�are�investigating�the�possibility�of�legal�action�against�the�

Home�Office.��Obviously,�in�your�position�as�Police�and�Crime�Commissioner�of�the�major�police�force�in�the�

country,�would�you�talk�to�those�two�Police�Commissioners�and�others�who�are�like-minded�and�talk�about�

what�you�can�do�together,�perhaps�resorting�to�legal�action?��Otherwise,�unless�you�take�the�lead�in�this,�we�

could�be�looking�at�a�disaster�for�our�police�funding.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�share�that�concern.��You�may�have�had�a�copy�of�the�letter�I�have�

written�to�Theresa�May�[Rt�Hon�Theresa�May�MP,�Home�Secretary]�on�this.���



 

 

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��No,�I�have�not.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�are�certainly�very�happy�to�email�that�to�you.��We�can�send�that�

letter.�

�

This�is�something�that�really�needs�to�be�sorted�out.��The�funding�formula�cannot�be�changed�in�a�way�to�

disadvantage�the�areas�where�the�population�is�growing�and�where�we�have�a�significant�challenge�from�crime.��

It�is�a�question�of�such�obviously�immediate,�burning�importance�that�it�is�something�that�the�Government�is�

going�to�focus�on�in�the�next�few�days.��I�will�initiate�a�conversation�but,�as�you�can�imagine�--�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��I�do�know�that�the�MPS�and�the�Mayor’s�Office�for�Policing�and�Crime�(MOPAC)�

are�extremely�worried�about�this�and,�as�an�Assembly,�on�the�Police�and�Crime�Committee,�we�have�written�

objecting�to�this�as�well.��Therefore,�I�think�we�are�all�singing�from�the�same�hymn�sheet.��Do�you�agree�that�it�

is�wrong�for�the�Home�Office�to�put�out�a�consultation�about�changing�the�formula�while�refusing�to�give�the�

details�behind�it?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�the�formula�has�to�be�transparent�and�you�have�to�understand�

on�what�basis�this�funding�is�to�be�allocated.��What�we�are�hearing�is�that�there�are�some�rural�police�forces�

that�are�finding�it�very�hard�to�make�their�books�add�up�for�one�reason�or�another.��We�think�that�there�are�

times�that�you�should�go�towards�an�amalgamation�of�police�forces�around�the�country�in�order�to�save�money.��

That�would�be�resisted�at�the�moment�by�central�Government�and�that�is�a�pity�because�it�is�an�obvious�route�

forward.��It�would�be�a�great�pity�if�the�funding�in�the�metropolis,�where�it�is�really�needed�was�cut.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��A�final�question:�will�you�talk�to�the�[Police�and�Crime]�Commissioners�of�the�

West�Midlands�and�Northumbria�and�any�other�like-minded�Commissioner�who�wants�to�come�together?��A�

powerful�group�would�be�very�helpful.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�certainly�will�ensure�that�we�have�contact.��MOPAC�is�already�in�

contact�with�Tony�Lloyd�[Police�and�Crime�Commissioner,�Greater�Manchester]�and�with�the�Commissioner�of�

the�West�Midlands.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Vera�Baird�[Police�and�Crime�Commissioner,�Northumbria],�yes.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�are�not�yet�at�the�stage�of�taking�legal�action.��I�do�not�exclude�

it�but�I�want�to�make�it�clear�that�at�this�point�in�time�that�this�is�something�that�we�think�is�an�urgent�political�

concern�at�the�moment.��

�

�

2015/2597�-�Rent�Controls��

Andrew�Boff�AM�

�

What�damage�would�the�introduction�of�rent�controls,�as�suggested�by�some�Assembly�Members�have�on�

London’s�housing�market?���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes.��I�hope�I�can�answer�this�quite�rapidly,�Andrew,�by�saying�that�

rent�control�is�widely�accepted�to�have�a�very�damaging�effect.��The�Assembly�[at�the�1�September�2015�

meeting�of�the�Housing�Committee]�recently�had�testimony�from�various�experts�on�the�impact�of�rent�

controls.��Professor�[Christine]�Whitehead�of�the�London�School�of�Economics�(LSE)�[Professor�of�Housing]�



 

 

said�that�rent�controls�in�New�York�are�deterring�investors.��Anne�Baxendale�of�Shelter�said�that�if�we�forced�a�

rent�reduction,�many�landlords�would�sell�up,�which�is�likely�to�force�out�some�of�the�more�vulnerable�tenants.��

Alan�Collett,�of�M&G�Real�Estate,�said�that�in�Amsterdam,�new�homes�and�private-rented�housing�were�exempt�

from�existing�rent�controls,�that�they�have,�in�order�to�get�more�built.�

�

There�was�a�famous�quote�from�the�Mayor�of�Ho�Chi�Minh�City�that�the�one�thing�more�destructive�than�the�

United�States�Air�Force�for�Ho�Chi�Minh�City�was,�of�course,�rent�controls.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Thank�you�very�much,�Mr�Mayor.��That�is�a�very�comprehensive�answer�and�I�am�

struggling�to�think�what�kind�of�supplementary�I�might�ask�you,�apart�from�the�fact�that�we�have�done�some�

number-crunching�in�our�office�using�a�model�by�Cambridge�University.��It�indicates�that�if�rent�stabilisation�

measures�were�applied�in�London,�it�would�mean�over�51,000�people�pulling�out�of�the�rental�market�by�2025.��

At�a�time�when�obviously�we�need�more�people�to�be�renting�out�properties,�not�less,�that�would�be�a�disaster.��

Are�you�familiar�with�those�figures?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�rental�market�is�of�growing�importance�in�London.��Vastly�

more�people�are�renting�now�than�ever�before.��We�have�a�London�Rental�Standard,�which�has�greatly�

expanded�in�the�last�few�years�since�it�was�brought�in,�and�170,000�homes�in�London�are�now�covered�by�that�

standard.��Bringing�in�rent�controls�and�trying�to�set�rent�controls�of�the�kind�that�they�had�in�Vietnam�really�

would�be�a�retrograde�step.��There�would�fewer�properties�available�for�rent.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Finally,�Mr�Mayor,�do�you�think�you�should�acquaint�Sadiq�Khan�[MP�for�Tooting�and�

London�mayoral�candidate]�with�a�quote�from�Christine�Whitehead,�Professor�of�Housing�at�LSE,�who�said�that�

rent�stabilisation�schemes�only�work�where�they�are�not�needed?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�is�always�worth�pointing�out.��The�salient�fact,�really,�for�the�

purposes�of�this�institution�is�that�rent�stabilisation�schemes�are�not�legally�possible.��We�in�this�body�do�not�

have�the�legal�powers�to�impose.��We�do�have�the�London�Rental�Standard�but�we�still�need�more�supply,�

which�is�what�we�have�done:�more�homes�to�rent,�more�homes�to�part-buy/part-rent�as�well�and�more�council�

homes.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Thank�you�very�much.��Thank�you,�Mr�Mayor,�very�much.��I�appreciate�that.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��I�look�forward�to�introducing�you�to�the�research�that�Cambridge�has�done.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Yes.��Bring�this�before�the�Committee�like�you�did�last�time.�

�

�

2015/2616�-�Airports�Commission��

Richard�Tracey�AM�

�

Were�you�surprised�at�Sir�Howard�Davies’s�answers�at�the�recent�Assembly�Plenary?���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thanks,�Dick.��I�was�surprised�by�what�Sir�Howard�

[former�Chair,�Airports�Commission]�had�to�say,�particularly�when�he�cast�aspersions�and�doubt�on�the�work�of�

TfL’s�officials,�who�in�my�experience�over�a�long�time�have�done�a�fantastic�job�for�this�city..��It�was�a�grave�

misstep,�I�believe,�which�in�my�mind�casts�further�doubt�on�the�reliability�of�his�role�as�Chair�of�the�[Airports]�

Commission.�

�



 

 

Richard�Tracey�AM:��Thank�you,�Mr�Mayor.��Certainly�his�attacks�on�the�professionals�of�TfL�were�very�much�

uncalled-for.��I�think�we�all�felt�that�around�the�Chamber.��Frankly,�what�I�see�is�that�many�parts�of�the�report�

of�the�Airports�Commission�seem�to�have�been�shot�to�bits�by�findings�by�TfL�staff�and�by�others.��In�the�

session�last�week,�Sir�Howard�Davies�was�not�able�to�give�us�a�categorical�answer�on�night�flights,�nor�indeed�

on�the�fourth�runway.��He�hoped�that�legislation�would�prevent�the�fourth�runway�but�it�seems�as�though�the�

Commission’s�work�has�been,�to�a�very�large�extent,�discredited.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes.��The�report�itself�reveals�that�the�air�quality�in�some�instances�

would�be�impossible�to�deal�with�and�then�it�proposes,�absurdly,�that�the�runway�should�be�built�but�not�used�

until�the�air�quality�problems�have�been�solved.��There�is�clearly�a�huge�hole�in�the�logic�in�saying�that�you�can�

build�a�third�runway�but�then�legally�prevent�a�fourth�runway.��There�are�all�sorts�of�nonsense�about�trying�to�

ban�night�flights�when�already�Heathrow�Airport�is�contesting�that.��They�are�also�contesting�the�ban�on�the�

fourth�runway.���

�

I�thought�it�was�very�telling�that�this�massive�increase�in�noise�pollution�that�London�would�suffer�and�air�

pollution�that�London�would�suffer�does�not�deliver�an�increase�in�connectivity�that�we�really�want�from�a�hub�

airport.��You�do�not�get�that�many�more�destinations�being�served.��In�fact,�you�get�fewer�domestic�

destinations�and�hardly�any�more�international�destinations.��We�would�continue,�by�going�for�a�third�runway�

at�Heathrow,�to�lose�ground�to�other�European�and�other�international�airports.��It�is�the�wrong�solution�for�

Britain�and�it�is�certainly�the�wrong�solution�for�London.�

�

Richard�Tracey�AM:��Those�findings�about�connectivity�seem�to�have�been�unearthed�by�TfL�professionals�

from�the�body�of�the�report.��It�was�never�made�particularly�obvious�to�us�when�the�Commission’s�report�was�

presented.�

�

The�other�thing�which�TfL�has�raised�is�the�whole�question�of�potential�road�gridlock�and�so�on�around�

Heathrow�itself.��As�I�see�it,�this�is�a�very�serious�matter�that�ought�to�be�taken�seriously�by�the�Government�in�

its�deliberations�as�to�where�it�is�going�to�site--�or�indeed�whether�it�is�going�to�expand�Heathrow�or�expand�

Gatwick�and�so�on.��Would�you�agree�with�that?��It�is�just�unacceptable�now�that�this�Commission’s�work�is�

taken�as�absolutely�100%.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�Commission’s�report�is�full�of�holes.��I�have�indicated�some�of�

them.��The�Government�is�now�in�a�very�difficult�position�because�the�Commission�has�tried�to�skew�the�report�

so�as�to�make�it�very�difficult�for�any�alternative�scheme�to�be�approved.��There�will�be�some�serious�problems.��

The�reality�is�we�are�faced�with�a�choice�of�going�ahead�with�a�very�bad�option�that�would�be�disastrous�for�

London�or�going�back�to�some�of�the�ideas�that�were�first�mooted�in�this�place�a�long�time�ago�-�not�least�by�

Kit�Malthouse,�and�others�-�that�we�should�really�go�for�a�radical,�long-term�solution.��We�will�end�up�getting�

back�to�that�answer�and�it�is�a�great�shame.���

�

I�predicted�all�of�this.��It�had�a�grinding�inevitability�about�it�because�the�difficulty�with�the�

Heathrow�Runway�3�is�not�something�with�which�Londoners�are�unfamiliar.��We�all�know�the�problems.��It�is�

interesting�to�see�the�transition�that�has�taken�place�in�the�Labour�party�over�the�last�few�days�and�I�am�

longing�to�know�what�impact�it�will�actually�have�in�Parliament.��I�note�that�the�two�most�senior�members�of�

the�Labour�front�bench�now�are�both�opposed�to�a�third�runway�at�Heathrow.��I�obviously�do�not�agree�with�

them�about�much�but,�on�that�point,�they�are�not�wrong.���

�

Richard�Tracey�AM:��Are�you�hopeful�that�with�the�aspirant�to�the�mayoralty�in�the�Labour�Party�and�the�

Leader�of�the�Labour�Party,�and�indeed�within�the�four�mayoral�candidates�in�the�Conservative�Party,�the�

Government�is�going�to�listen�to�all�that�and�actually�change�its�view?���



 

 

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��As�I�said,�the�Government’s�position�is�very�difficult.��Do�not�forget�

that�to�go�for�Heathrow�would�necessitate�a�very�considerable�U-turn�by�the�Prime�Minister�--�

�

Richard�Tracey�AM:��Yes,�it�would.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�and�that�is�not�something�that�any�Prime�Minister�would�like�to�

have�to�do.��David�Cameron�[The�Rt�Hon�David�Cameron�MP,�Prime�Minister]�will�want�to�find�a�way�through�

in�terms�of�a�good,�long-term�solution.�

�

Roger�Evans�AM:��I�recently�met�constituents�from�Wanstead�who�wanted�me�to�pass�on�their�thanks�for�your�

decision�to�block�the�expansion�of�London�City�Airport.��Can�you�please�provide�them�some�reassurance�that�

you�will�continue�to�oppose�this�scheme?��It�would�be�very�damaging�for�the�environment.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�shall.��I�know�the�pressures.��I�have�been�extensively�lobbied�by�

London�City�business�people�who�think�it�would�be�a�great�thing�to�have�more�flights�out�of�London�City,�but�

you�cannot�be�inconsistent.��You�cannot�say�that�people�deserve�protection�from�aircraft�noise�pollution�in�

west�London�and�south�London,�places�that�are�affected�by�Heathrow,�and�then�say�that�east�London�should�

have�a�big�increase�in�aircraft�noise.��I�do�not�think�that�is�fair.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��I�note,�Mr�Mayor,�that�all�the�parties�in�the�Assembly�except�the�Labour�Party�oppose�

Heathrow�expansion�unequivocally.��Can�I�just�ask�you,�Mr�Mayor,�to�just�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�say�except�the�Labour�Party?�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Except�the�Labour�Party,�and�that�of�course�is�on�record.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Not�true.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Can�you�just�confirm�for�me,�Mr�Mayor,�that�the�opposition�to�Heathrow�expansion�is�not�

enough�and�that�any�opposition�that�does�not�provide�a�coherent�plan�for�a�replacement�hub�means�that�we�

will�probably�revisit�Heathrow�expansion�in�years�to�come?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�is�absolutely�right.��You�made�this�point�to�me,�actually.��The�

document�I�really�advise�colleagues�to�look�at�is�a�TfL�work�from�about�2011,�two�papers�on�aviation�expansion�

and�the�options.��It�was�a�very�good�bit�of�work�and�that�does�set�out�--��

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Do�you�recommend,�Mr�Mayor,�that�those�people�who�are�wishing�to�succeed�you�as�

Mayor�of�London�should�at�least�take�the�time�to�read�that�document?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Absolutely.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�am�committed�to�heart�and�--�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Who�are�you�voting�for?�

�

Fiona�Twycross�AM:��Yes.��Who�are�you�voting�for?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�would�not�want�to�--�



 

 

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��Thank�you�very�much,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�prejudice�anybody’s�chances�by�commenting.�

�

Andrew�Boff�AM:��According�to�the�Evening�Standard,�it�may�be�the�kiss�of�death!��Thank�you,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Assembly�Member�Shawcross�has�indicated�she�wants�to�speak�on�

this�but�immediately�after�that�we�can�go�back�to�the�Chamber.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��Just�briefly,�Chairman�and�Mr�Mayor,�we�were�not�going�to�come�in�on�this.��I�

could�not�have�faulted�anything�that�our�colleague�Dick�Tracey�[Richard�Tracey�AM]�said�on�the�topic.��We�

have,�in�this�chamber,�made�many�of�the�same�criticisms.�

�

Would�you�not�agree�that�playing�silly�party�political�games,�as�Andrew�[Andrew�Boff�AM]�has�just�done�then,�

trying�to�misrepresent�the�detailed�scrutiny�that�this�Labour�Group�has�made�of�these�and�criticisms�of�this�

proposal,�does�no�credit�to�the�issue?��What�we�want�is�some�sensible,�detailed�cross-party�work�in�London’s�

interests.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Absolutely.��To�be�fair�to�Andrew,�I�think�what�he�was�alluding�to�

was�that�there�have�been�-�perhaps�not�among�the�members�of�the�Labour�Group�here�today�-�in�some�

members�of�the�Labour�Party�I�have�detected�some�slight�squirming�on�the�topic--�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��Chairman,�can�I�nail�that?��We�gave�a�very�clear�account�of�our�views�on�this,�

what�is�wrong�with�the�Davies�Report�[the�final�report�of�the�Airports�Commission]�and�why�we�do�not�think�

the�case�for�Heathrow�has�been�made.��I�do�not�think�it�is�adult�politics�to�try�to�pretend�we�have�said�

something�that�we�have�not.���

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Hear,�hear.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��John�Biggs�[Mayor�John�Biggs�AM]�is�not�here�today�to�speak�for�

himself.��He�regularly�has�said�that�he�passionately�supports�--�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��OK,�let�us�go�back�into�the�Chamber.�

�

�[Note:�The�meeting�adjourned�at�11.44am�and�reconvened�at�11.49am�in�the�Chamber.]�

�

�

2015/2751�-�Burglary�Sanction�Detection�Rates�

Joanne�McCartney�AM�

�

Why�is�the�sanctioned�detection�rate�for�burglary�in�London�so�low?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Look,�it�is�a�very�good�question.��The�burglary�rate�has�fallen�very�

dramatically,�down�to�its�lowest�level�since�1974.��It�has�come�down�by�25%�since�2012�when�we�set�the�

MOPAC�Challenge�20%�reduction�target.��There�are�24,000�fewer�burglaries�every�year.��That�is�partly�because�

of�a�great�deal�of�crime�prevention�work�that�is�going�on�in�London.��SmartWater�is�being�extensively�used.��

Homes�generally�are�thought�to�be�more�secure.��There�is�less�to�steal�very�often�in�homes.��We�are�very�

encouraged�by�that.�



 

 

�

The�sanction�detection�rates�have�gone�down�as�well.��That�is�troubling.��The�reason�for�this�is�basically�

because�the�practice�of�having�offences�taken�into�consideration�has�been�radically�curtailed.��Previously�when�

they�arrested�a�burglar�they�would�say�to�him,�“All�right,�Nosher,�we�have�you�for�this�one.��Here�is�a�list�of�

other�burglaries�that�have�taken�place�in�the�neighbourhood.��Do�you�want�to�confess�to�them�as�well�in�order�

for�your�offence�to�be�mitigated�in�some�way?”��The�burglar�would�say,�“Yes”.��All�those�crimes�would�be�

marked�as�having�been�cleared�up.��That�clearly�was�probably�leading�to�some�abuse.��Certainly�it�meant�that�

the�figures�on�sanction�detection�were�not�being�trusted.��That�is�the�reason�why�sanction�detection�rates�have�

gone�down.��We�are�working�very�hard�to�make�sure�that�we�do�really�crack�this�and�that,�when�we�get�a�

burglary,�we�solve�it.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�I�am�aware�of�the�recording�change.��Even�if�you�disregard�that�

compared�to�other�similar�forces,�such�as�Greater�Manchester�and�West�Midlands,�the�MPS�does�perform�

poorly.��Particularly�concerning�are�the�sanction�detection�rates�and�the�variance�between�boroughs.��For�

example,�in�Barking�and�Dagenham�the�sanction�detection�rate�is�13%,�in�Merton�it�is�10%,�but�in�Barnet�it�is�

3%�and�Greenwich�4%.��It�looks�like�there�is�more�-�or�better�-�detective�work�going�on�in�some�boroughs�than�

others.��Are�you�able�to�account�for�that�disparity?��

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Part�of�the�reason�may�be�that�burglary�rates�have�come�down�at�

different�rates�in�those�boroughs.��There�have�been�very�substantial�falls.��In�Enfield�burglaries�have�gone�down�

by�18%�since�2012.���

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��This�is�the�sanction�detection�rate,�not�the�total�number�of�burglaries.��And�if�they�

had�gone�down,�you�would�expect�--���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�primary�thing�you�want�to�do,�obviously,�is�to�cut�burglaries.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��My�question�is�on�sanction�detection�rates.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�understand.��The�remaining�crimes�that�are�being�committed�may�

be,�for�some�reason,�more�difficult�to�resolve.��I�am�speculating�now,�Joanne.��It�may�be�that�it�is�easier�to�

catch�the�clods�and�the�idiot�burglars�and�to�bring�them�to�justice�than�it�is�some�of�the�more�proficient�who�

remain�in�the�game.��I�have�to�say�I�am�purely�speculating�there.��That�may�be�an�explanation.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��Perhaps�you�could�find�out�from�what�you�know;�it�would�be�helpful.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�important�fact�is�that�the�crime�of�burglary�is�coming�down�

and�I�am�proud�of�that.���

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��The�other�issue�in�this�is�that�the�MPS�has�the�second�worst�performance�in�the�

country�for�victim�satisfaction�for�solving�burglaries.��We�do�know�that�Safer�Neighbourhood�teams�now�have�

the�role�of�visiting�victims.��The�MPS�Commissioner�launched�a�policy�two�years�ago�that�they�would�visit�every�

victim�of�burglary.��Do�you�think�with�the�scale�of�cuts�we�have�coming�down�the�line�that�he�will�be�able�to�

keep�that�promise�or�are�you�looking�at�changing�that?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�is�a�very�important�part�of�the�pledge�that�we�made�to�

Londoners.��If�you�report�a�crime,�you�will�get�a�visit�from�the�police.�

�

Joanne�McCartney�AM:��You�are�certain�that�you�will�still�maintain�that?�



 

 

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Absolutely.�

�

�

2015/2752�-�DBS�Checks�-�MPS�Vacancies�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM�

�

Why�have�the�20�MPS�vacancies�for�the�Disclosure�and�Barring�Service�checks�not�been�filled?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��This�is�an�issue�where�our�friends�who�are�no�longer�with�us�in�the�

audience�might�well�have�had�grounds�to�object�again.��In�this�case�they�would�have�very�considerable�reason�

for�complaint.��There�is�no�question�that�there�has�been�a�backlog�in�the�Disclosure�and�Barring�Service�(DBS)�

in�the�MPS.��There�are�vacancies�of�20�members�of�staff.��That�is�unacceptable.��I�have�had�conversations�with�

the�Deputy�Commissioner,�Craig�Mackey,�about�this�just�in�the�last�couple�of�days.��He�has�agreed�to�move�

officers�to�help�clear�the�backlog�and�get�this�thing�really�sorted�out.��

�

One�of�the�factors,�obviously,�is�that�there�has�been�a�massive�increase�in�the�number�of�DBS�applications�

coming�forward,�notably�from�private�hire�vehicles.��You�will�understand�the�circumstances�of�the�huge�

increase�in�people�seeking�private�hire�licences�and�all�the�rest�of�it.��Still,�it�is�no�good�if�you�have�20�vacancies�

in�the�department.��It�should�be�getting�on�and�sorting�it�out.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��Thank�you,�Mr�Mayor.��I�am�very�glad�to�hear�you�say�that.��We�have�had�some�

appalling�casework�of�existing�drivers�who�have�applied�for�their�renewals�in�time.��Two�of�them�-�that�I�know�

of�-�have�been�kept�out�of�work�for�three�months.��We�have�people�absolutely�at�their�wits’�end.��It�does�not�

just�affect�taxi�drivers�and�private�hire�drivers.��I�have�actually�had�a�reverend�vicar�whom�I�know�personally�in�

Southwark�who�has�been�waiting�for�18�weeks�and�has�been�unable�to�serve�her�community�because�of�this.��I�

am�told�there�is�a�backlog�of�something�like�37,000�applications�in�London.��I�am�glad�you�have�recognised�the�

seriousness�of�it.��It�would�be�good�if�you�could�give�it�number-one�priority�for�sorting�this�out.��People�are�

being�impoverished�by�this.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Absolutely.��I�want�you�to�know�I�was�absolutely�shocked�when�the�

extent�of�this�was�made�clear�to�me.��It�is�totally�unacceptable.��I�have�asked�the�MPS�to�get�on.��Personally,�I�

sometimes�wonder�whether�all�these�DBS�checks�-�with�the�detail�they�now�have�to�go�through�because�it�has�

been�ramped�up�-�are�as�necessary�as�all�that.��We�live�in�an�age�where�there�is�a�great�deal�of�apprehension�

about�sex�offenders�and�all�the�rest�of�it.��They�have�to�be�done�and�that�is�the�problem.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�I�am�not�pleading�for�deregulation.��We�are�talking�about�people�

who�have�been�operational�in�their�professional�roles,�some�of�them�for�a�very�long�time.���

�

The�taxi�drivers�who�were�here�-�and�they�were�not�here�at�our�behest;�they�organised�this�-�had�an�

international�day�of�protest�by�taxi�drivers�going�on.��One�of�the�things�they�issued�in�their�press�release�this�

morning�-�which�I�had�this�morning�-�is�that�they�would�like�to�see�a�resumption�of�the�issuing�of�temporary�

licences�to�existing�taxi�drivers�who�are�waiting�for�their�DBS�check�to�come�through,�through�no�fault�of�their�

own.��That�used�to�be�the�practice�within�TfL.��They�find�it,�understandably,�incredibly�unsympathetic�of�TfL�to�

have�taken�away�that�temporary�cover�facility�in�a�way�that�causes�them�problems.��There�may�be�technical�

issues�but�it�could�be�something�under�the�current�legislation�that�you�could�do�to�ease�the�situation�for�

people�who�are�literally�running�into�problems.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Frankly,�that�sounds�like�an�extremely�positive�idea.�



 

 

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��It�was�one�of�their�proposals.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�will�immediately�ask�the�MPS�to�see�if�it�can�issue�temporary�DBS�

licences.��It�may�be�one�of�those�things�where�TfL�needs�the�MPS�to�give�the�go-ahead.��I�will�have�to�get�onto�

that�straightaway.��

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��As�a�temporary�measure.��Thank�you,�Chairman.��Thank�you.�

�

�

2015/2610�-�Pocket�Parks�

Victoria�Borwick�AM�MP�

�

Given�that�you�have�fulfilled�your�Pocket�Parks�pledge�and�delivered�improvements�to�100�parks�across�26�

London�boroughs,�will�you�be�planning�more�Pocket�Parks�to�help�reduce�health�inequalities�in�line�with�your�

aim�to�improve�the�local�environment�to�boost�the�health�and�wellbeing�of�Londoners?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thank�you�very�much,�Victoria.��We�are�planning�more�

Pocket�Parks.��They�have�been�a�great�success,�as�you�rightly�say.��London’s�economy�has�been�growing�at�an�

extraordinary�rate�and�the�city�is�doing�very,�very�well�but�you�have�got�to�keep�improving�the�way�it�looks�and�

feels.��We�have�transformed�100�underused�small�spaces�into�Pocket�Parks�across�the�city.��They�are�small,�

beautiful�and�effective,�staffed�and�looked�after�by�volunteers�in�many�cases.��They�are�lovely�things.��They�

have�been�so�successful�and�so�popular�that�I�understand�the�national�Government�wants�to�roll�them�out�

across�the�country.��I�am�proud�of�the�Pocket�Parks�initiative�and�it�will�certainly�be�continuing.�

�

Victoria�Borwick�AM�MP:��Thank�you.��A�brief�further�question:�the�thing�is�that�they�are�often�traditionally�

what�we�might�describe�-�for�those�of�us�who�walk�around�our�streets�-�as�‘grot�spots’.��It�is�a�fantastic�

opportunity�for�local�communities�to�get�together�to�have�an�initial�grant�or�a�boost�from�you�to�start�the�job�

off.��Then�obviously�they�can�be�used�for�a�great�variety�of�local�community�things.��It�is�all�part�of�making�our�

city�a�friendly�London,�improving�the�environment�for�people,�making�them�feel�better�with�the�health�

qualities�and�generally�just�improving�people’s�view�of�London.��Will�you�hopefully�talk�to�the�boroughs�about�

continuing�this�initiative?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Of�course.��Thank�you�for�bringing�it�up,�Victoria.�

�

�

2015/2757-�Affordable�Housing�

Tom�Copley�

�

Can�the�Mayor�update�the�Assembly�on�how�the�Greater�London�Authority's�negotiations�with�the�government�

are�progressing�in�relation�to�the�housing-related�measures�announced�in�July’s�Budget?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thank�you�very�much,�Tom.��Discussions�are�obviously�going�on�

with�the�Government�now�about�the�various�proposals�in�the�[Conservative�Party�2015�election]�manifesto�and�

indeed�in�the�Budget.��We�have�to�get�a�deal�that�is�right�for�London.��We�are�close�to�completing�a�record�

100,000�low-cost�homes�in�this�mayoralty�with�94,526.��We�are�on�track�to�do�the�remaining.��Last�year�18,000�

affordable�homes�were�completed,�which�is�more�than�in�any�single�year�since�1981,�which�is�probably�before�

you�were�born.��Is�that�right,�Tom?�

�



 

 

Tom�Copley�AM:��It�certainly�is.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�are�lucky�now�under�this�Conservative�mayoralty�to�be�

witnessing�the�biggest�ever�output�of�affordable�homes�in�your�lifetime.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��It�is�easy�to�produce�more�affordable�homes�if�you�change�the�definition�of�what�

constitutes�‘affordable’,�which�is�what�has�happened,�or�if�the�Government�does�that�as�well.���

�

That�is�not�what�I�wanted�to�ask�you�about�first�of�all.��We�had�a�Housing�Committee�meeting�in�July�where�we�

looked�at�the�potential�impacts�of�the�Government’s�new�housing�policy,�specifically�the�right-to-buy�

extension�to�housing�associations,�funded�by�forcing�councils�to�sell�homes�in�what�it�calls�‘expensive’�areas.��It�

is�the�forced�sale�of�council�homes�that�I�want�to�discuss�first.���

�

We�heard�from�Islington,�Hackney�and�Kensington�and�Chelsea,�all�who�said�the�policy�would�essentially�make�

new�build�unviable�because�the�homes�would�have�to�be�sold�off�immediately.��Kensington�and�Chelsea�said,�

�

“We�also�have�a�vision,�even�in�a�small�borough�like�Kensington�and�Chelsea,�to�do�new�build�on�our�

estates�and�we�are�greatly�concerned�that�the�selling�of�board�properties�makes�even�the�ambition�to�

do�that�unviable.”�

�

Your�Housing�Strategy�talks�about�the�need�to�liberate�and�free�councils�if�we�are�to�produce�the�staggering�

amount�of�housing�that�London�needs.��Do�you�not�agree�that�this�policy,�therefore,�is�going�to�be�absolutely�

catastrophic?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�was�the�former�Labour�Shadow�Chancellor�Ed�Balls�[The�Rt�Hon�

Ed�Balls�MP,�former�MP�for�Morley�&�Outwood]�who�said�he�supported�the�policy,�as�far�as�I�can�remember,�in�

the�run-up�to�the�last�election.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Frankly,�that�is�ancient�history�now,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Of�course,�my�dear�fellow.��The�‘red�dawn’�has�broken�over�the�

Labour�party.��I�understand�it�is�all�‘New�Labour�is�dead--'�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��I�am�less�interested�in�what�Ed�Ball�has�to�say,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�‘Trots’�are�in�charge�now.��I�perfectly�understand�that.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��I�am�actually�here�to�ask�what�you�think.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Let�me�tell�you.��Tom,�you�are�raising�a�serious�point.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Thank�you.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Like�you,�I�have�serious�concerns�about�this�policy.��It�has�to�

deliver�more�homes�for�Londoners.��It�has�to�deliver�more�low-cost�homes�for�Londoners.��It�has�to�make�sure�

that�the�funds�that�are�generated�by�the�sale�of�these�properties�do�not�leave�London.��That�is�the�single�most�

difficult�thing.���

�



 

 

The�Government�at�the�moment�is�determined�to�use�the�sales�of�London�properties�to�fund�the�right-to-buy�

policy�around�the�country.��I�have�to�say�that�that�is�a�perverse�outcome�given�the�funding�problems�we�all�

face.��Where�is�the�housing�problem?��The�housing�problem�is�not�in�Newcastle.��Let�me�not�mince�my�words,�

the�housing�problem�in�this�country�is�in�London.���

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Absolutely.��Would�you�not�be�supportive�of�a�bill�which�did�not�include�a�ring-fence�for�

that?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�want�to�see�protection�for�London�to�ensure�that�revenues�from�

sales�of�properties�in�London�are�used�to�build�homes�in�this�city.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Thank�you.��Richard�Blakeway�[Deputy�Mayor�for�Housing,�Land�and�Property]�has�said�

that�if�the�policy�is�ring-fenced�for�London�you�believe�you�could�deliver�two�affordable�homes�for�every�one�

sold.��Could�you�tell�me�what�the�tenure�mix�of�the�homes�would�be?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�should�be�going�very�largely�for�what�the�public�seem�to�want,�

which�is�homes�that�they�can�part�or�wholly�buy.��We�should�be�going�for�starter�homes.��Low-cost,�cheap,�

affordable�starter�homes�is�the�way�forward.���

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��That�is�an�interesting�movement�for�you.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�is�overwhelmingly�what�people�want.��If�we�can�deliver�it�we�

should.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��That�is�interesting�because�you�have�often�emphasised�in�the�past�social�housing.��You�are�

not�concerned�if�a�four-bedroom�council�property�let�out�at�social�rents�is�sold�in�Islington�and�replaced�with�a�

one-bed�starter�home�in�Merton?��That�does�not�concern�you?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�need�far�more�homes�overall.��As�you�wisely�pointed�out,�the�

Conservatives�built�more�council�homes�in�one�year�than�Labour�did�in�13�years.��A�very,�very�good�point.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Judging�by�this�policy�we�will�not�be�building�very�many�more�council�properties.��If�you�are�

so�proud�of�that�and�so�concerned�about�the�building�of�council�properties�you�would�not�support�the�

replacement�of�a�social-rented�home�with�a�home�to�buy.��It�is�not�meeting�the�same�kind�of�housing�need,�is�

it?��If�you�sell�a�social�home�you�are�not�meeting�the�same�kind�of�housing�need�if�you�replace�it�with�a�home�

for�sale.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Actually�it�depends�what�the�tenure�type�is.��You�could�have�a�very�

generous�arrangement�with�a�part-buy-part-rent�scheme�in�which�the�mortgage�was�subsidised�and�people�

were�able�to�staircase�up�very�gradually�into�more�ownership�of�the�property.��That�could�be�highly�attractive�

to�people�in�London�on�modest�incomes.��That�is�what�we�want�to�achieve.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��I�am�sure�you�will�accept�that�a�great�many�of�the�people�-�if�not�the�majority�-�who�

currently�live�in�social�housing�in�London�would�not�be�able�to�access�even�this�Government’s�starter�home�

programme�considering�that�these�homes�can�be�sold�for�up�to�£450,000.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��There�will�be�plenty�that�will�be�available�for�sums�much�lower�than�

that.��Indeed,�the�intention�will�be�not�be�that�they�should�have�to�pay�for�the�whole�lot�in�one�go�but�that�

they�can�staircase�up.��You�talk�to�people�about�what�they�really�want�and�what�their�ambitions�are,�it�is�to�



 

 

have�at�least�a�share�in�the�value�of�their�home.��The�Labour�Government�-�when�it�was�in�for�13�years�-�sold�

off�more�council�homes�than�Mrs�Thatcher�[The�Rt�Hon�Margaret�Thatcher�MP,�former�Prime�Minister].��They�

sold�a�huge�number�and�did�not�replace�them�by�the�way.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��So�far�we�have�only�seen�one�in�eight�replaced,�despite�those�promises.��On�the�issue�of�the�

extension�of�right-to-buy�housing�association�properties:�Lord�Kerslake,�Chair�of�Peabody�of�course,�has�

pointed�out�that�Peabody�has�been�in�existence�for�153�years.��It�has�only�received�a�government�subsidy�for�

40�years.��Do�you�think�that�it�is�right�that�the�Government�should�compel�Peabody�to�sell�homes�that�were�

built�before�government�subsidy�was�introduced?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�have�got�the�utmost�respect�for�Bob�Kerslake�and�his�work.��

Frankly,�he�has�told�me�he�has�raised�the�same�sorts�of�concerns�about�the�policy�that�you�and�I�have�raised.��

He�also�understands�that�if�you�can�keep�the�funding�coming�to�London,�and�keep�building�new�homes�in�

London,�that�will�actually�be�to�the�benefit�of�housing�associations�and�to�the�city�as�a�whole.��What�

Bob�Kerslake�said�was�that�he�did�not�want�to�see�-�and�I�think�we�would�agree�with�this�-�the�money�leaving�

London�when�it�is�really�in�London�that�you�have�got�the�housing�crisis.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��He�has�also�said�that�he�did�not�want�homes�that�were�built�without�grants�to�be�sold.��Do�

you�think�it�is�acceptable�to�compel�a�private�organisation�to�dispose�of�assets�that�were�not�built�with�any�

government�subsidy?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�intention�is�to�give�tenants�of�housing�associations�the�same�

opportunities�as�council�home�tenants.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Yes,�but�council�homes�are�built�by�local�government.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�is�something�that�is�very�widely�supported.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Housing�associations�are�private�organisations.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Why�should�it�be�compelled�to�sell�homes,�particularly�homes�that�were�not�built�with�any�

grant�from�the�government?��Why�is�that�right?��Why�should�private�landlords�not�also�be�covered�by�this?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�are�right�in�what�you�say�about�Peabody.��Many�housing�

associations,�as�you�know,�basically�had�their�stock�transferred�to�them�from�the�state�sector.���

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Some�have,�yes.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��A�huge�number�now.��The�intention�of�the�scheme�is�that�the�

housing�associations�should�be�compensated�for�the�subsidy�that�the�right-to-buy�buyers�are�going�to�get.��

That�is�the�rub�really.��It�is�the�funds�for�the�compensation�that�are�in�question.��Where�do�we�get�that�money?��

If�it�comes�solely�from�the�sale�of�properties�in�London�then�clearly�that�is�going�to�disadvantage�London�and�

make�it�difficult�for�us�to�build�what�we�need.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Of�course.��Can�I�ask�you,�finally,�given�the�changes�the�Government�has�announced�-�

particularly�the�impact�it�could�have�on�the�delivery�of�social�housing�-�is�the�affordable�homes�programme�

currently�being�administered�by�the�Greater�London�Authority�being�reassessed?�



 

 

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��As�I�said�just�now,�the�affordable�homes�programme�that�we�have�

been�delivering�continues�and�will�continue�as�long�as�I�am�Mayor.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��It�is�not�being�reassessed?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�delivering,�and�has�delivered,�a�record�number�of�affordable�

homes.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��It�is�not�being�reassessed?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�delivering,�and�will�continue�to�deliver,�a�record�number�of�

affordable�homes.��We�assess�all�our�policies�and�reassess�them�the�whole�time.��I�am�not�aware�of�any�

particular�change.�

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��Thank�you,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

Kit�Malthouse�AM�MP:��Mr�Mayor,�on�this�point�about�right-to-buy�and�private�landlords,�is�it�the�case�-�I�

am�sure�you�would�remember�-�that�it�was�a�Conservative�government�that�gave�relatively�wealthy�people�the�

right�to�buy�when�it�introduced�the�leasehold�format,�to�allow�people�to�effectively�compel�landlords�to�sell�the�

freehold�of�leasehold�properties.��This�is�a�principle�which�is�well-known�in�London.��Presumably�you�would�

agree�that�the�same�rights�that�are�granted�to�those�relatively�wealthy�people�should�be�granted�effectively�to�

social�housing�tenants.��Effectively�social�housing�tenants�have�a�long-term�lease�given�the�security�of�tenure.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�that�is�a�very�valid�point.�

�

�

2015/2753�-�The�Impact�of�Money�Laundering�on�Housing�in�London�

Murad�Qureshi�AM�

�

Further�to�my�question�MQ�2015/0980,�are�you�still�in�denial�regarding�the�impact�of�money�laundering�on�

housing�in�London?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):���Murad,�on�money�laundering�in�the�London�property�market,�this�

is�very�serious.��As�I�have�said,�I�am�concerned�that�large�sums�are�-�as�I�said�before�-�coming�into�the�city.��

What�the�Government�has�done�is�to�put�the�annual�tax�on�dwellings�on�people�who�buy�homes�through�a�

company.��What�I�have�said�before�is�that�seems�to�be�working�in�the�sense�that�it�is�producing�a�great�deal�of�

income�for�the�Treasury.��That�is�fine�by�me.���

�

However,�if�it�is�the�case�-�as�the�National�Crime�Agency�is�now�saying�-�that�it�had�evidence�of�real�money�

laundering,�racketeering,�then�it�needs�to�be�pursuing�that.��There�needs�to�be�proper�transparency�in�the�

Land�Registry�and�elsewhere.���

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�I�am�glad�you�have�changed�your�position.��When�I�put�those�questions�in�at�

the�beginning�of�the�year�you,�and�your�officers,�were�in�complete�denial�about�the�issue.��My�questions�were�

posed�on�the�back�of�a�Transparency�International�report�that�suggested�something�like�45,000�properties�

were�registered�under�foreign�companies�registered�in�offshore�secret�judiciary.��In�boroughs�like�the�

City�of�Westminster�-�my�home�borough�-�one�in�ten�properties�is�affected�by�this.��On�the�street�people�talk�

more�about�this�in�Paddington,�Maida�Vale�and�Marylebone�than�right-to-buy�quite�honestly.��It�does�have�a�



 

 

huge�impact.��Am�I�right�in�thinking�that�you�will�not�be�encouraging�London�to�be�a�place�to�stash�dodgy�cash�

as�the�Prime�Minister�has�said?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��I�saw�what�the�Prime�Minister�had�to�say�in�Singapore.��He�is�

completely�right.��My�point�is�London�does�receive�a�great�deal�of�international�investment�in�property,�much�

of�which�drives�the�creation�of�homes�that�would�otherwise�be�deliverable.��That�is�a�point�I�have�made�many�

times.��What�you�cannot�have�is�a�city�that�is�being�used�as�a�sort�of�bank�account�by�crooks�around�the�world.��

You�need�to�be�looking�at�the�Land�Registry�and�who�ultimately�owns�this�property.��So�far�we�have�relied�on�

this�annual�tax.�

�

As�I�said�to�you�before,�Treasury’s�assumption�was�that�the�tax�would�be�so�onerous�that�people�would�start�

disclosing�who�they�were�rather�than�pay�it.��Actually�they�paid�through�the�nose�and�they�continue�to�pay.��As�

a�disclosure�mechanism�it�is�obviously�not�working.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�can�I�bring�it�to�a�London�level�rather�than�a�national�level?��I�am�glad�you�

mentioned�the�National�Crime�Agency.��I�will�just�confirm�to�my�other�Assembly�Members�what�Donald�Toon�

[Director�of�Economic�Crime,�National�Crime�Agency]�actually�said.��He�believes,�

�

“The�London�property�market�has�been�skewed�by�laundered�money.��Prices�are�being�artificially�driven�

up�by�overseas�criminals�who�want�to�sequester�their�assets�here�in�the�UK.”�

�

For�example,�around�Baker�Street�you�have�an�allegation�that�there�is�a�brutal�Kazak�official�who�has�bought�

£147�million�worth�of�London�residential�properties�on�and�off�that�location.���

�

I�want�to�know�what�you�are�asking�the�MPS�to�do�to�prevent�money�laundering�in�London’s�property�market.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�National�Crime�Agency�has�made�these�allegations.��If�the�

National�Crime�Agency�has�any�such�evidence�it�should�immediately�produce�it�and�give�it�to�the�MPS�and,�of�

course,�it�will�get�on�with�it.��I�am�aware�of�what�Donald�Toon�has�said�but�I�have�not�yet�-�apart�from�that�

quotation�-�seen�the�detail�of�what�he�is�commenting�on.��He�needs�to�produce�that�and�give�it�to�the�MPS.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��I�understand�that�there�has�been�a�lot�of�work�done�on�this�front.��It�also�needs�a�

message�from�the�Mayor�of�London�saying�that�he�is�not�keen�on�London�being�the�centre�of�money�

laundering�around�the�world�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�am�not.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��--�and�get�the�MPS�resources�in.��I�understand�actually�the�MPS�has�combined�its�team�

on�this�front�into�the�National�Crime�Agency�and�I�welcome�that.��I�want�you�to�be�aware�of�it�and�make�sure�

you�are�making�the�case�to�the�MPS�so�it�does�not�lose�track�of�it�like�your�concern�about�the�looting�of�

ancient�artefacts.��

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Exactly.��It�goes�back�to�what�we�were�saying�earlier.��It�is�one�of�

those�international�dimensions�to�London�that�places�this�incredible�burden�on�the�MPS.��Tracking�down�the�

origin�of�funds�from�overseas�requires�a�great�deal�of�detective�work.��It�requires�very�specialised�officers.��It�

requires�investment.��It�is�one�of�the�reasons�why�the�conversations�we�have�been�having�with�

Joanne�McCartney�[AM]�and�others�today�are�so�important.��We�have�to�keep�proper�funding�for�the�MPS.�

�



 

 

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Can�I�make�my�final�point?��Will�you,�as�Mayor,�support�Transparency�International’s�

recommendation�that�estate�agents�should�also�exert�due�diligence�checks�on�the�purchasers�of�properties�and�

not�just�sellers?��That�is�one�thing�it�thinks�is�useful.��At�the�moment�estate�agents�only�do�a�due-diligence�

check�on�sellers.��It�wants�to�see�this�being�done�on�purchasers�at�the�top�end�of�the�market�at�least.��

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Due�diligence�done�by�estate�agents?�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Yes.��It�is�actually�supported�by�the�National�Estate�Agency.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Again,�what�you�really�need�to�have�is�transparency�about�who�is�

buying�these�properties.��You�need�to�know�who�they�are.��If�it�can�be�done�without�completely�burdening�

estate�agents�with�the�kind�of�detective�work�for�which�they�are�simply�not�equipped�then,�yes,�I�would�

certainly�support�it.���

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��That�is�what�I�think�Transparency�[International]�need�from�you.�

�

�

2015/2754�-�Cost�of�Living�in�London�

Fiona�Twycross�AM�

�

How�much�does�it�cost�to�raise�a�family�with�three-children�in�London?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thank�you,�Fiona.��We�have�estimates�for�the�cost�of�living�for�a�

range�of�family�types�with�two�children;�you�read�across�for�three�children.��For�the�2014�calculation�these�

range�from�£396�to�£724�per�week.��Clearly�we�have�done�a�lot�to�try�to�mitigate�those�costs�and�to�keep�them�

down;�reducing�council�tax,�trying�to�help�with�energy�costs�by�retrofitting�homes,�freezing�rail�fares�in�real�

terms�for�the�last�couple�of�years.��We�have�got�all�the�concessions�in�London�that�people�do�not�get�elsewhere�

on�public�transport;�Freedom�pass�for�anybody�over�60,�free�travel�for�children�under�18�in�full�time�education,�

free�travel�for�those�in�search�of�work,�for�apprentices�and�so�on.��We�are�trying�to�keep�those�costs�as�low�as�

we�can,�although�I�appreciate�that�living�in�this�city�is�very�expensive�for�many�people.�

�

Fiona�Twycross�AM:��I�recently�heard�about�the�case�of�a�woman�called�Georgina.��She�is�a�single�parent.��

She�left�a�violent�and�abusive�husband�and�is�sole�carer�of�three�children�aged�between�four�and�ten.��Not�

surprisingly�she�currently�lives�on�benefits�and�relies�on�the�support�of�her�friends�and�family.��Three�years�ago�

her�Housing�Benefit�was�cut�as�a�result�of�the�newly�introduced�cap�on�Local�Housing�Allowance.��In�order�to�

remain�close�to�her�support�network�-�which�I�am�sure�you�can�understand�she�wanted�to�do�-�and�manage�to�

juggle�her�outgoings�on�the�cap�she�moved�into�a�two-bedroom�flat�for�herself�and�her�three�children�at�a�rent�

of�£330�a�week.��In�August�2013�she�was�obviously�then�also�subject�to�the�total�benefits�cap,�meaning�that�

after�paying�her�rent,�gas�and�electricity�she�was�left�with�just�£128�a�week�to�raise�her�three�children�on�and�

to�pay�for�everything�else.��When�the�Government�lowers�the�household�benefit�cap�again�the�weekly�income�

for�Georgina�and�people�like�her�will�be�just�£71�a�week.���

�

Do�you�think�anyone�-�including�you,�obviously�-�could�raise�three�children�on�just�£71�a�week?��Do�you�

support�the�lowering�of�the�total�benefit�cap�in�London?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��These�are�very�tough�choices�that�the�country�has�to�make.��The�

benefit�cap�has�been�at�£26,000.��I�believe�it�is�coming�down�to�£23,000.��Everybody�appreciates�that�Georgina�

-�the�constituent�you�described�-�needs�to�live�near�her�networks�but�£23,000�is,�by�many�people’s�standard,�a�



 

 

lot�of�money�to�be�receiving.��You�have�got�to�do�something�about�the�Housing�Benefit.��That�was�a�point�that�

was�shared�by�the�Labour�Party�as�we�went�into�the�last�election�and�indeed�before.���

�

I�do�appreciate�how�difficult�this�issue�is.��What�I�would�stress�is�that�the�Living�Wage�is�an�important�factor�in�

this.��It�is�right�that�a�higher�national�living�wage�has�been�announced.�

�

Fiona�Twycross�AM:��Can�we�go�back�to�what�people�will�actually�be�spending�the�money�on?��With�the�new�

cap�I�understand�that�it�is�estimated�that�80%�of�the�money�in�London�is�likely�to�go�direct�to�landlords.��One�

of�the�issues�here�is�obviously�the�massive�cost�of�rents�in�the�private�sector.���

�

Would�you�agree�that�it�is�actually�not�necessarily�just�the�fault�of�the�Government�in�this�case,�it�is�more�the�

fact�that�you�have�failed�to�tackle�the�housing�crisis�in�London�during�your�time�as�Mayor?��Do�you�know�how�

many�people�in�London�are�going�to�be�further�affected�by�the�benefit�cap,�almost�50%�of�whom�currently�are�

living�in�London?��Have�you�got�estimates�on�how�many�more�people�are�going�to�be�affected�by�this?��What�

more�can�be�done�to�make�sure�that�people�are�not�having�to�get�to�that�level?���

�

It�is�about�costs�as�well�as�expenditure.��It�is�very�easy�to�say�that�£23,000�sounds�like�a�lot�of�money.��When�

you�start�breaking�it�down�into�what�people�are�having�to�spend�-�even�with�all�the�things�that�you�say�you�are�

doing�-�it�is�just�simply�not�possible�for�people�to�get�by�in�London.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�understand�that.��You�talk�about�the�housing�crisis.��We�have�

talked�about�this�extensively�already�this�morning.��We�have�built�more�homes�than�ever�before.��As�I�said�just�

now�to�Tom,�the�number�of�affordable�homes�being�completed�this�year�is�a�record�since�1981.���

�

Tom�Copley�AM:��You�changed�the�definition.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��The�overall�number�of�homes�being�built�this�year�is�the�biggest�

since�that�date�as�well.��What�we�are�seeing�is�a�huge�expansion�in�supply.��That�is�the�only�real�long-term�

solution.�

�

Fiona�Twycross�AM:��We�could�argue�about�this�for�another�five�minutes�but�I�have�run�out�of�time�now.��I�

have�run�out�of�time.��We�will�move�on.��We�will�come�back�to�that�another�time.��Thank�you.�

�

�

2015/2758�-�Fares�in�2016�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM�

�

The�Government�has�announced�that�rail�fares�will�rise�by�the�RPI+0%�for�the�duration�of�this�Parliament.��Your�

current�TfL�business�plan�states�TfL�fares�will�rise�by�RPI+1%.��Will�you�follow�the�Government's�lead�and�

freeze�fares�or�will�you�continue�to�raise�fares�above�the�level�of�inflation?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thanks,�Val.��I�have�announced�that�I�will�hold�onto�TfL�fares�in�

January�at�the�Retail�Price�Index�(RPI)�plus�zero.��That�is�a�sensible�rate.��It�is�where�we�have�kept�it�for�the�last�

couple�of�years.��That�moderate�increase�will�nonetheless�enable�us�to�deliver�the�things�we�need;�the�

Northern�line�extension,�air-conditioned�trains�on�the�Tube,�extra�carriages�on�the�[London]�Overground,�extra�

bus�capacity,�the�cycle�revolution�and�so�on.���

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��Do�you�not�accept�that�your�business�plan�therefore,�which�is�based�on�RPI�

plus�1%,�is�out�of�kilter�with�what�you�have�delivered�this�year?��Would�it�not�make�more�sense�to�decide�that�



 

 

you�should�be�aligning�your�Fare�Strategy�with�that�of�the�Government’s�Rail�Strategy�as�at�least�a�minimum�

move�to�deal�with�high�fares�in�London?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�understand�the�point�you�make.��As�far�as�I�understand�it,�I�do�

not�think�that�the�core�stuff�we�need�to�deliver�is�affected�by�our�fares�package.��TfL�has�advised�me�we�can�

get�on�and�deliver�those�big�improvements�and�investments�that�we�need.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��In�your�time�in�office,�Mr�Mayor,�I�notice�that�you�have�raised�the�

London�Living�Wage�by�27%�but�the�weekly�bus�pass�has�actually�gone�up�by�62%�over�that�time.��You�have�

been�hitting�the�poorest�in�society�with�your�fare-busting�rises.��Do�you�accept�now�that�the�high�fares�in�

London�-�that�have�been�set�by�you�-�are�a�serious�issue�for�Londoners?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�would�love�to�cut�fares�much�more�than�we�can�at�the�moment.��

The�trouble�is�that�you�have�got�to�keep�a�stable�fare�income.��You�have�got�to�be�reasonable�with�Londoners�

and�that�is�what�we�have�sought�to�do.��Over�the�lifetime�of�this�mayoralty�you�have�had�a�very,�very�steady�

policy.��I�have�made�no�inflated�promises.��I�have�not�cut�them�dramatically�and�then�whacked�them�up.��I�have�

been�consistent.��We�have�continued�to�deliver�all�the�concessions�that�are�not�available�in�any�other�part�of�

the�country.��Older�people�in�this�city�get�free�travel,�over�60�men�and�women.��It�is�not�available�anywhere�

else.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��Those�are�very�important�concessions,�Mr�Mayor.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��For�younger�people�we�extended�it�to�24-hours�a�day�by�the�way,�

if�you�remember.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��They�are�very�important�concessions�that�we�all�in�this�Chamber�want�to�see�

continued.��However,�there�is�an�issue�for�working�people.��What�would�be�your�response�to�

Stephen�Greenhalgh�[Deputy�Mayor�for�Policing�and�Crime�and�prospective�Conservative�candidate�for�the�

2016�Mayoral�election],�who�used�his�appearance�on�LBC�to�suggest�that�you�had�failed�to�clamp�down�on�

TfL’s�overheads�and�that�passengers�were�paying�too�much�as�a�result.��He�described�TfL�as�“an�organisation�

that�can�be�leaner�and�more�efficient”�with�scope�for�back�office�savings.��He�said,�“We�have�to�have�a�

mayoralty�that�is�not�going�to�continue�to�fleece�the�fare-paying�public”.��What�do�you�say�to�

Stephen�Greenhalgh?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�yield�to�no-one�in�my�admiration�for�the�Deputy�Mayor�for�

Policing�and�Crime.��He�has�done�a�fantastic�job�and�continues�to�preside�over�reductions�in�crime�that�are�

very,�very�creditable�to�him�and�to�the�police�generally.�

�

I�disagree�with�him�if�he�is�saying�that�we�can�now�have�dramatic�cuts�in�fares.��From�memory,�Val,�you�used�to�

campaign�for�a�7%�fare�cut.��I�do�not�think�you�now�hold�to�that�position.��You�then�jettisoned�that�and�you�

were�right�to�do�so.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�I�am�trying�to�tackle�the�issue�of�your�over-charging�on�the�fares.��

Do�you�not�think�he�might�be�alluding�to�the�fact�you�have�wasted�a�lot�of�money�on�your�watch�within�TfL’s�

budget?��There�have�been�a�lot�of�side�issues�that�have�had�funding.��We�have�had�the�Estuary�Airport�money,�

the�unnecessary�element�of�money�on�the�Routemaster�and�£30�million�on�the�Garden�Bridge.��You�have�not�

been,�by�any�measure,�a�tight�administration�on�finances�at�City�Hall.�

�



 

 

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�is�absolute�nonsense.��As�you�know,�we�cut�billions�out�of�the�

budget�at�TfL.��We�sold�about�40�buildings�around�London.��We�got�rid�of�huge�numbers�of�staff.��I�would�just�

remind�you�that�one�of�the�reasons�that�we�have�had�some�difficulties�with�London�Underground�trade�unions�

is�because�we�pushed�forward�a�programme�of�modernisation�that�has�made�it�necessary�to�cut�800�jobs�in�the�

first�wave�and�our�staffing�more�recently.��You�really�could�not�fault�us�for�taking�a�knife�to�the�things�that�

needed�to�be�cut�at�TfL.��We�continue�to�do�that.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��I�could�fault�you,�Mr�Mayor.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�could�try.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��People�have�seen�enormous�cuts�to�the�services.��You�hunt�in�vain�for�a�ticket�

office�if�you�want�a�conversation�in�London.��You�have�put�the�fares�up.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Why�would�you�go�to�a�ticket�office�if�you�want�a�conversation?��

You�can�have�a�conversation�with�anybody.�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��You�have�put�the�fares�up�by�twice�the�rate�of�Ken�Livingstone�[former�Mayor�

of�London].��Do�you�not�think,�therefore,�that�you�will�actually�be�responding�to�Stephen�Greenhalgh�by�telling�

him�you�have�in�fact�cut�the�wrong�things�and�you�have�not�cut�the�waste?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��We�have�had�dramatic�cuts�in�waste.��All�the�projects�that�you�

specify�are�of�trivial�impact�on�the�budget.��I�would�remind�you�that�under�the�previous�administration,�that�

you�supported,�there�were�tens�of�millions�of�pounds�spent�on�projects�such�as�--�

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��The�Olympics;�the�Overground.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��--�£34�million�on�the�West�London�Tram�and�£20�million�on�the�

Cross�River�Tram.��Has�anybody�seen�in�London�a�West�London�Tram?��Has�anybody�spotted�the�Cross�River�

Tram?��

�

Valerie�Shawcross�CBE�AM:��Chairman,�I�am�out�of�time�now.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Tens�of�millions�of�pounds.��Where�are�they?��At�least�the�projects�

that�I�delivered�exist.��The�things�I�spent�money�on�have�the�merit�of�existing.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Mr�Mayor,�that�will�do.�

�

2015/2640�-�Solar�PV�-�proposed�cuts�to�Feed�in�Tariff�

Jenny�Jones�AM�

�

The�Government�is�proposing�to�severely�cut�the�Feed�in�Tariff.��Are�you�looking�at�the�potentially�very�

damaging�implications�on�solar�deployment�in�London?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Jenny,�I�am�concerned�about�the�Government’s�potential�cuts�to�

Feed-in�Tariffs.��We�are�talking�to�members�of�all�the�representative�bodies�of�the�solar�industry�in�London�

looking�at�what�we�can�do�to�understand�what�impact�this�will�have.��There�are�about�10,000�jobs�in�the�solar�

industry�in�London.��Obviously�solar�panels�have�gotten�cheaper�which�is�the�Government’s�reason�for�cutting�



 

 

the�feed-in�tariffs.��That�would�be�wrong�if�the�cut�in�the�feed-in�tariffs�actually�stops�people�from�investing�in�

solar�because�it�clearly�has�many�attractions.���

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��I�am�looking�for�your�co-operation�here,�Mr�Mayor.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��That�is�my�usual�habit.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��That�was�quite�a�co-operative�answer.��When�you�say�you�are�talking�to�people,�do�you�

mean�you�are�actually�going�to�draw�up�a�report�on�the�potential�loss�of�jobs,�for�example?��The�cut�is�87%�in�

the�feed-in�tariff;�that�could�be�significant.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�are�all�over�this.��Matthew�Pencharz�[Deputy�Mayor�for�

Environment�and�Energy]�is�very�exercised�by�this�indeed�and�wants�to�see�what�we�can�do�with�the�

Government�to�try�to�understand�the�impact.��Before�we�completely�throw�our�toys�out�of�the�pram�we�want�to�

work�out�whether�it�is�going�to�be�as�damaging�as�perhaps�you�are�suggesting.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��There�is�also�the�fact�that�a�lot�of�the�schemes�were�going�to�be�on�schools�and�even�

churches.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Also�on�top�of�all�TfL�buildings�we�were�going�to�put�them.��We�

already�have�quite�a�lot.���

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��Exactly.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��And�on�this�roof�here.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��It�should�have�been�done�in�the�first�place.��Will�you�look�at�how�many�of�those�schemes�

might�not�happen?��That�is�another�impact.��It�is�not�just�about�jobs.��It�is�about�schemes,�long-term�costs�and�

so�on.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�we�will�certainly�look�at�all�that.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��I�have�been�invited�by�a�school�in�Croydon�that�was�going�to�go�ahead�with�a�solar�scheme�

on�their�roof�and�now�they�cannot�because�of�the�Feed-in�Tariff�being�reduced.��Would�you�come�with�me�to�

that�school�to�see�the�impact�and�actually�hear�their�views�first-hand?��If�you�do�not�want�to�come�with�me�

you�can�go�on�your�own.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Jenny,�I�am�always�happy�to�receive�an�invitation�from�you,�

whether�you�want�me�to�come�with�you�or�not.��Why�do�you�not�get�in�touch�with�my�office�and�we�will�see�

what�we�can�do.��I�am�not�making�any�promises.��Some�of�the�expeditions�we�go�on�end�in�confusion.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��The�fact�is�the�Government�has�been�having�this�huge�bonfire�of�renewables.��So�far�you,�

to�my�knowledge,�have�kept�quiet�about�it.��You�have�just�described�a�possible�option�of�throwing�your�toys�

out�of�the�pram.��Is�that�likely?��Are�you�going�to�speak�out�on�this�if�you�can�see�it�is�going�to�impact�severely�

and�negatively�on�London?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�need�to�understand�what�the�implications�will�be.��As�you�

know,�one�of�the�things�we�are�also�concerned�about�is�the�zero�carbon�homes�target.��There�was�a�target�to�

build�zero�carbon�homes�by�2016.��That�has�been�abandoned.��As�you�know,�we�have�all�sorts�of�regulations�



 

 

already�in�City�Hall�for�how�much�carbon�buildings�are�allowed�to�emit�before�we�give�them�planning�approval.��

We�do�not�want�to�see�those�standards�attenuated�or�watered�own.��We�are�working�with�the�Government�to�

make�sure�we�can�continue�to�reduce�carbon�dioxide�(CO2)�and�all�the�rest�of�it.���

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��That�is�quite�interesting.��This�is�going�to�impact�on�your�record�as�Mayor�which�none�of�us�

wants�to�see,�obviously.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Do�not�forget�CO2�production�is�down�in�this�city�under�my�

mayoralty,�since�we�are�talking�about�CO2.��It�is�down�by�14%�thanks�to�the�technological�brilliance�of�the�

mayoralty�and�its�various�organisations,�the�changes�we�have�seen�to�the�housing�stock�and�the�buildings�in�

London.��We�have�made�huge�progress.��I�do�not�want�to�see�that�go�backwards.��I�am�sure�the�Government�

agrees�on�that,�by�the�way.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��I�am�curious�now�because�I�think�you�are�actually�going�to�have�to�work�against�the�

Government.��They�seem�committed�to�completely�undermining�your�efforts�here�in�London�and�also�efforts�

nationally�to�improve�the�quality�of�life�for�people�who�want�to�put�solar�on�their�roofs.��They�just�do�not�seem�

to�understand�the�impact�it�is�going�to�have.��They�made�these�decisions�without�doing�the�work.��You�might�

be�working�against�the�Government.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�am�always�happy�to�stick�up�for�London�and�for�London’s�

environment�as�you�know,�Jenny.��That�has�to�be�the�priority.�

�

�

2015/2755�-�Winter�blackouts�

Murad�Qureshi�AM�

�

Following�latest�figures�from�National�Grid,�what�assurances�can�you�provide�to�Londoners�that�the�lights�will�

stay�on�this�winter?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��This�really�is�partly�associated�with�the�last�question.��We�do�have�a�

concern�about�the�security�of�supply�now�in�London�and�actually�generally�throughout�the�country.��I�read�the�

other�day�that�in�2016/17�we�are�going�to�need�56�gigawatts�for�this�country�and�we�can�only�guarantee�

54�gigawatts.��I�am�very�concerned�that�we�have�a�resilient�decentralised�energy�supply.��One�of�the�things�we�

are�working�on�is�trying�to�manage�demand�so�that�we�actually�reduce�demand�where�we�can,�help�Londoners�

to�keep�the�lights�off,�keep�bills�down�and�supporting�all�sorts�of�apps�and�things�that�help�households�and�

companies�to�do�that,�as�well�as�retrofitting�and�all�the�rest�of�it.��The�solution�has�to�be�to�build�more�supply.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Thank�you,�Mr�Mayor.��What�prompted�me�to�put�in�this�question�was�the�National�Grid�

saying�there�is�a�gap�of�1.2%�between�the�generating�capacity�and�peak�demand�over�this�autumn�and�winter.��

We�all�know�what�happens�when�regimes�or�governments�do�not�supply�the�lights.��They�are�thrown�out�of�

government.��

�

Have�you�not�actually�been�sleepwalking�into�this�one?��I�have�been�asking�this�question�for�a�number�of�years�

during�your�whole�term.��I�notice,�for�example,�you�have�missed�your�own�target�for�decentralised�energy�

production�in�2015.��Should�you�not�at�least�now�come�out�with�your�London�Energy�Plan�which�you�have�yet�

to�produce�to�tackle�this�problem�head-on?��Now�we�are�coming�into�the�last�eight�months�of�your�regime�are�

we�going�to�see�sight�of�that�at�all?�

�



 

 

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�saw�the�story�you�quoted�that�prompted�you�to�put�this�question.��

He�was�very�emphatic�that�he�did�not�think�we�would�see�brownouts�or�blackouts.��To�be�fair�to�him,�that�is�

what�he�said.��He�is�right.��It�is�not�actually�going�to�happen.��There�is�adequate�supply.��London�is�not�

responsible,�alas,�for�energy�supply.��What�we�had�is�a�chronic�failure�to�invest�in�the�kind�of�energy�sources�

that�this�country�needs.��We�have�just�done�this�absolutely�crazy�deal�with�the�French,�EDF�Energy,�to�produce�

nuclear�energy�which�shows�no�sign�of�working�and�looks�like�being�unbelievably�expensive�at�approximately�

£93�a�kilowatt�hour.��It�is�a�huge�amount�of�money�we�are�spending�on�nuclear�energy.��Hinkley�Point�B�

[nuclear�power�station]�does�not�seem�to�coming�down�the�track.���

�

We�need�to�be�looking�at�building�many�more�gas-fired�power�stations.��At�the�moment,�I�am�afraid,�it�is�taking�

too�long.��There�was�a�chronic�failure�under�the�Labour�government�to�invest�in�power�generation.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Your�government�has�been�in�power�for�the�last�five�years.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Everybody�got�upset,�particularly�under�the�regime�of�the�late�

lamented�Ed�Miliband�[The�Rt�Hon�Ed�Miliband�MP,�former�Secretary�of�State]�when�he�was�with�the�

Department�of�Energy�and�Climate�Change.��There�was�an�obsession�with�building�windmills�and�all�this�kind�of�

malarkey.��In�the�end�it�did�not�pull�the�skin�off�a�rice�pudding.��That�is�why�we�have�an�energy�supply�problem�

in�this�country�at�the�moment.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��You�have�not�answered�my�question.��When�are�we�going�to�get�the�

London�Energy�Plan?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��What�we�need�is�a�thorough�going�nuclear�power�programme�in�

which�we�are�not�ripped�off�by�the�French�and�the�Chinese.��We�need�to�build�more�gas-fired�power�stations.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Can�I�bring�this�back�to�London,�Mr�Mayor?��You�are�right�that�National�Grid�did�

produce�national�figures.��I�have�not�been�able�to�obtain�regional�figures.��That�would�have�made�the�question�

even�more�precise.��The�last�time�the�Environment�Committee�looked�into�this�matter�London,�as�a�region,�

takes�up�30%�of�the�energy�supply�and�only�provides�2%.��There�is�a�huge�gap�just�on�that�basis.��That�is�why�

you�should�have�had,�in�your�term,�a�London�Energy�Plan.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��Murad,�you�are�not�being�fair�to�us.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Actually�this�needs�strategic�planning.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�have�done�it.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��It�has�been�one�of�your�responsibilities.��Can�you�just�tell�me�when�this�Plan�is�going�to�

come�out?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�now�have�regular�infrastructure�meetings�in�which�we�discuss�-�

with�the�energy�suppliers,�the�boroughs�and�everybody�concerned�-�the�difficulties�in�getting�the�sub-stations�

and�in�getting�power�to�developments.��The�Shard�[skyscraper�in�central�London]�takes�as�much�juice�as�the�

entire�town�of�Colchester.���

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Precisely.�

�



 

 

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�true.��One�of�the�problems�with�the�Battersea�development�is�

that�we�did�not�from�the�very�beginning�put�in�the�power�and�the�sub-stations.��We�are�now�gripping�all�that�

and�making�sure�as�we�go�forward�with�developments�across�London�-�on�all�the�brownfield�sites�in�the�city�-�

that�we�have�the�energy�supply�as�well.��It�is�not�just�a�question�of�power�generation.��It�is�also�having�the�

networks�and�having�the�sub-stations�and�not�just�dissipating�the�power�after�you�generate�it.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Indeed,�Mr�Mayor.��I�quite�agree:�the�Shard�is�probably�consuming�much�too�much�

energy�in�comparison�to�Colchester�and�the�rest�of�London.��That�is�an�explanation�for�why�we�need�to�have�a�

London�Energy�Plan�which�you�have�not�produced�so�far�in�all�your�time�here�at�City�Hall.��Are�we�going�to�see�

sight�of�something�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It’s�in�the�Infrastructure�Plan.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��Mr�Mayor,�more�electric�cars�and�what�have�you�are�great�and�should�be�encouraged�

but�you�need�to�provide�the�juice.��That�is�the�kind�of�thing�I�am�talking�about.��Given�your�comments�about�

renewables�and�your�lack�of�delivery�on�solar�power,�for�example,�in�Greater�London�that�is�why�we�need�that�

strategic�perspective�from�you�and�I�am�not�getting�it.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�should�read�the�long-term�Infrastructure�Plan�because�it�is�all�

in�there.��I�would�be�very�happy�to�supply�it�to�you�if�you�have�not�got�a�copy.�

�

Murad�Qureshi�AM:��I�will�leave�it�at�that.��I�understand�that�is�an�acceptance�you�have�not�produced�your�

London�Energy�Plan�and�we�are�not�likely�to�see�it.��Thank�you.�

�

�

2015/2756�-�Budget�impact�on�fire�services�

Fiona�Twycross�AM�

�

Given�the�impact�of�your�previous�budgets�on�LFEPA,�what�impact�do�you�envisage�that�your�2016/17�budget�

will�have�on�fire�provision�in�London?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thanks�very�much,�Fiona.��I�look�forward�to�receiving�the�

London�Fire�and�Emergency�Planning�Authority’s�(LFEPA)�budget�submission�for�2016/17�in�November.��I�

have�made�sure�in�previous�mayoral�budgets�that�LFEPA�is�well�provided�for.�

�

I�congratulate�the�London�Fire�Brigade�on�its�excellent�work.��It�continues�to�have�fantastic�results�in�the�

capital.��There�were�fewer�than�20,000�fires�in�2014/15.��That�is�the�lowest�since�records�began.��First�and�

second�engine�response�times,�about�which�we�have�talked�so�much�in�this�place,�remain�well�within�the�target�

response�times�set.��It�is�a�fantastic�job�by�the�fire�brigade.��Obviously�we�need�to�have�a�budget�that�will�keep�

them�going�at�that�level.�

�

Fiona�Twycross�AM:��Obviously�we�have�had�quite�a�lot�of�arguments�over�the�past�few�months�about�the�13�

appliances�that�are�currently�off�the�run�and�the�idea�that�it�would�be�a�very�easy�way�to�meet�your�budget�

cuts�if�we�just�got�rid�of�those�13�appliances.��One�of�the�questions�I,�the�Fire�Authority�[LFEPA]�Members�and�

firefighters�want�answered�is�whether�you�are�genuinely�prepared�to�consider�other�alternatives�or�whether�you�

have�already�made�your�mind�up�that�you�want�to�cut�these�13�appliances?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�something�that�LFEPA�will�have�to�consider.��As�far�as�I�

understand�the�situation,�the�13�appliances�have�not�been�used�for�a�couple�of�years�now.��In�that�context�



 

 

there�have�still�been�serious�reductions�in�fires�and�in�death�from�fire.��There�must�be�a�real�budgetary�question�

about�how�to�respond�that.��I�look�forward�to�seeing�what�LFEPA�has�to�say.���

�

Fiona�Twycross�AM:��Permanently�removing�pumps�is�quite�a�drastic�option.��You�have�already�committed�

previously�to�not�having�further�major�reconfiguration�of�frontline�services�while�you�are�Mayor.��While�the�

overall�figures�look�very�positive,�in�some�of�the�areas�where�the�fire�engines�have�been�removed�there�have�

been�significant�increases�in�attendance�time.��Stratford,�as�a�result�of�this,�are�one�down.��Newham�has�had�a�

55�second�increase�since�2012/13.��Lewisham�has�had�an�increase�of�33�seconds�where�one�of�the�fire�engines�

is�missing�from�Forest�Hill.��Although�the�overall�picture�can�look�good�we�know�that�every�second�counts�in�a�

fire.��In�the�areas�which�have�been�affected�the�picture�is�slightly�less�positive�than�you�suggest.���

�

What�we�really�want�you�to�commit�to�is�genuinely�considering�alternative�budget�proposals�that�come�

forward.��There�are�alternatives.��Andrew�[Dismore�AM]�as�Chair�of�the�Resources�Committee�is�working�on�

alternatives�with�staff.��What�we�want�you�to�do�is�listen�and�take�on�board�what�you�have�previously�

committed�to�which�is�no�further�major�reconfiguration�of�frontline�services�while�you�are�Mayor.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Fiona,�I�look�forward�to�what�LFEPA�has�to�say�about�the�

budgetary�implications�of�the�fact�that�the�13�fire�engines�have�not�been�used�for�two�years�without�any�

apparent�detriment�to�fire�cover�in�London.���

�

Fiona�Twycross�AM:��I�want�a�yes/no�answer�really�on�this�one,�not�beating�about�the�bush.��If�we�come�up�

with�alternative�proposals�-�agreed�by�the�Labour�party,�maybe�the�Liberal�Democrats�will�come�on�board,�

maybe�the�Green�member�will�come�on�board�and�hopefully�you�will�be�able�to�persuade�the�Conservatives�that�

this�is�a�better�way�forward�-�will�you�commit�to�not�directing�us�to�remove�these�13�appliances?��

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�I�will�give�you�a�‘yes’�answer.��I�will�commit�to�looking�at�your�

budgetary�proposals.�

�

Fiona�Twycross�AM:��I�think�that�is�as�good�as�it�gets�today,�thank�you.�

�

�

2015/2800�-�West�Ham�FC�and�the�Olympic�Stadium�

Andrew�Dismore�AM�

�

Will�you�publish�the�details�of�the�agreements�concerning�conversion,�rent,�running�and�security�costs�between�

West�Ham�FC�and�the�London�Legacy�Development�Corporation�for�the�Olympic�Stadium?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Thanks,�Andrew.��I�would�be�perfectly�happy�to�publish�the�details�

of�this�arrangement.��I�understand�that�the�football�club�concerned�is�not�so�keen�because�they�think�it�will�

give�other�clubs�an�insight�into�their�finances�and�so�on�and�so�forth.��They�may�be�trying�to�take�legal�action�

on�that�point.���

�

The�gist�of�the�matter�is�that�actually�this�has�been�a�fantastic�success.��The�Stadium�is�doing�brilliantly.��It�had�

a�brilliant�summer.��I�am�sure�it�will�do�very�well�during�the�Rugby�World�Cup.��It�is�basically�unlike�any�other�

Olympic�Stadium�around�the�world.��It�has�a�long-term�viable�future,�with�Premiership�football�at�the�heart�of�

the�deal.��That�was�the�right�way�forward�for�London�and�the�right�way�forward�for�the�Olympic�Stadium.��

There�are�Olympic�stadiums�around�the�world�that�are�totally�mothballed�and�do�not�have�any�real�activation�in�

them;�go�to�Athens�or�Beijing.��This�has�been�a�great�success�and�a�good�investment�for�London.�

�



 

 

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��I�am�pleased�to�hear�that�you�are�prepared�to�release�the�data.��You�have�just�been�

told�to�do�so�by�the�Information�Commissioner,�have�you�not.��The�fact�is�–�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��What�we’ve�had�--���

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��Let�me�ask�the�question.��I�am�rather�surprised�that�you�did�not�actually�refer�to�the�

Information�Commission’s�decision�in�your�update�statement�at�the�start�of�the�meeting.��The�fact�is�up�until�

now�you�have�fought�to�keep�the�deal�secret�because�you�wanted�to�cover�up�the�fact�that�West�Ham�have�put�

one�over�on�you�and�have�taken�you�to�the�cleaners.��

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��Absolutely�not.��We�have�been�very�upfront.��The�reason�we�

have�not�published�the�detail�so�far�is�because�we�have�only�just�concluded�the�last�letting�of�the�contracts�on�

the�hospitality�areas.��We�did�not�want�to�put�anything�out�that�would�impact�on�our�ability�to�negotiate�future�

contracts.���

�

The�main�contract�breakdown,�as�you�know:�£189�million�to�Balfour�Beatty�for�the�main�transformation�works;�

£17�million�for�the�Alto�retractable�seating;�£7�million�for�the�hospitality�fit-out;�and�£7�million�for�Careys�for�

the�pre-transformation�enabling�works.��The�funding�for�the�transformation�work�comes�from�a�variety�of�

different�sources:�£40�million�from�the�London�Borough�of�Newham,�£15�million�from�West�Ham�United;�

£38�million�from�public�sector�funding��and�so�on.���

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��The�fact�is�that�West�Ham�have�only�paid�5.5%�of�the�conversion�costs.��They�are�only�

paying�about�£2�million�in�rent.��It�is�true,�is�it�not,�they�do�not�have�to�pay�for�security,�they�do�not�have�to�

pay�for�policing,�they�do�not�have�to�pay�for�stewarding,�they�do�not�have�to�pay�for�the�turnstile�staff,�they�

do�not�have�to�pay�for�ground�maintenance,�they�do�not�even�have�to�pay�for�goalposts�and�corner�flags,�do�

they?��In�fact�it�is�worth�far�more�than�their�rent.��They�even�get�to�keep�all�the�ticket�sales,�and�that�is�

£18�million�just�for�the�VIP�seats�and�boxes�alone�never�mind�the�ordinary�season�ticketholders�and�casual�

people.��The�fact�is�they�have�taken�you�to�the�cleaners,�have�they�not?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�am�very�happy�to�release�all�the�details.��It�is�the�Club�themselves�

that�are�not�happy�to�do�this.��They�are�proposing�at�the�moment�to�take�legal�action�to�protect�their�right�to�

privacy�on�that�point.��Frankly,�I�rather�agree�with�you.��It�should�be�a�matter�of�public�record.��You�should�be�

very�proud�of�the�fact�we�have�got�a�Premiership�football�team�in�that�stadium.���

�

Most�of�the�public�spending�was�on�delivering�the�biggest�cantilevered�roof�in�the�world�for�the�stadium.��It�is�

doing�wonders.���

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��Let�us�look�at�deals�around�the�world,�shall�we.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�think�rather�than�cavilling�and�carping�and�being�miserable,�you�

should�congratulate�the�London�Legacy�Development�Corporation�(LLDC)�on�the�deal�it�has�done.��

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��I�am�pleased�you�have�been�converted�to�transparency,�Mr�Mayor.��Manchester�City�

[football�club,�FC]�pays�all�its�overheads�plus�£1�million�a�year�to�use�the�former�Commonwealth�Games�

Stadium.��Chelsea�[FC]��and�Tottenham�[Hotspur�FC],�if�they�have�to�use�Wembley�while�their�stadiums�are�

redeveloped,�will�pay�between�£11�and�£15�million�a�year.��In�Europe,�[AFC]�Ajax�pays�T9�million�a�year�to�the�

Amsterdam�Council.��The�fact�is�the�European�Union�(EU)�has�already�started�a�state�aid�investigation�into�

seven�Spanish�and�five�Dutch�football�clubs.��This�deal�is�anti-competitive,�giving�an�unfair�advantage�to�



 

 

West�Ham�over�the�other�football�clubs�and�is�also�likely�in�breach�of�EU�state�aid�rules.��That�is�why�they�want�

it�kept�secret,�is�it�not?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��No.��We�are�confident�that�it�is�not�in�breach�of�any�state�aid�rules,�

nor�is�it�anti-competitive.��The�difficulty,�as�you�will�recall,�was�that�the�stadium�that�was�built�for�the�Olympic�

and�Paralympic�Games�was�not�suitable�for�Premiership�football.��That�was�because�of�the�wrong�decisions�that�

were�taken�by�then�Labour�administration.��They�did�not�build�a�stadium�in�which�a�Premiership�football�club�

would�want�to�operate.��We�had�to�sort�out�that�mess.��It�was�perfectly�obvious�to�me,�as�soon�as�I�got�here,�

that�we�could�not�have�a�long-term�future�for�the�stadium�without�it�hosting�a�Premiership�club.���

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��You�have�done�the�deal,�have�you�not?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�have�made�some�transformations.��I�am�proud�of�them�and�it�is�

a�great�asset�for�London.��It�is�going�to�be�used�not�just�for�football�but�for�rugby,�for�athletics,�for�rock�

concerts�and�for�a�huge�number�of�wonderful�things�for�London.�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��Eight�London�supporters’�groups�have�petitioned�in�London�and�14�groups�around�

the�country.��Are�you�going�to�comply�with�the�Information�Commissioner’s�ruling?��If�West�Ham�is�going�to�

challenge,�it�will�you�stand�up�for�those�football�supporters�against�any�West�Ham�challenge?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��This�is�a�deal�between�the�LLDC�and�West�Ham.��West�Ham�is�

currently�not�content�to�release�it.��It�must�be�given�the�right�at�least�to�appeal�it.��As�far�as�I�am�concerned:�

get�it�out�there.��I�have�given�you�all�the�figures�I�have�in�front�of�me�today.��We�have�nothing�to�hide.��We�

have�a�very�good�rental�income�coming�in�from�West�Ham.��We�will�be�spending�no�more�public�money�on�this�

thing.��That�is�a�fantastic�achievement.��We�should�be�proud�of�what�the�LLDC�has�done.�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��Will�you�join�with�those�14�supporter�groups�and�eight�in�London�in�resting�any�

attempt�by�West�Ham�to�overturn�the�Information�Commission’s�decision?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�have�said�what�I�have�said.��I�am�very�happy�to�have�the�

information�out�there.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��He�has�answered.�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��He�has�not�answered.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��We�think�that�this�is�a�great�--�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��He�has�flannelled�and�obfuscated�and�will�not�answer�a�straight�question.��Will�you�

join�those�football�club�supporters�in�resisting�West�Ham?�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��There�is�no�point�in�constantly�asking�--�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�have�given�you�the�answer�which�is�--�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��You�have�not�given�an�answer.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�have.�

�



 

 

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��You�have�obfuscated�and�waffled,�as�usual.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��That�will�do.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��I�have.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��Please,�Mr�Dismore.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��For�Andrew�Dismore�to�accuse�anybody�of�waffling�--�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��You�have�an�answer.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��For�Andrew�Dismore�to�accuse�anybody�of�waffling�--�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��I�do�not�have�an�answer.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��You�do�not�like�the�answer.�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��It�is�not�an�answer,�Chairman.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��That�is�the�end�of�it.�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��It�is�not�an�answer.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�is�an�answer.��I�am�very�happy�to�put�it�out�there.�

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��He�is�the�one�that�is�thumping�the�table.��There�was�enough�table-thumping�earlier�

on.��He�is�doing�it�again�now.��He�is�gavel-happy.�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��We�have�heard�from�you.��We�have�heard�from�him.��That�is�it.��

Never�the�twain�shall�meet.��

�

Andrew�Dismore�AM:��You�have�gone�gavel-happy�today,�have�you�not?�

�

Tony�Arbour�AM�(Deputy�Chairman):��I�am�gavel-happy,�absolutely.�

�

�

2015/2641�-�Enderby�Wharf�-�air�quality�

Jenny�Jones�AM�

�

The�report�you�commissioned�from�Amec�concluded�that�the�Enderby�Wharf�cruise�terminal�could�give�rise�to�

‘moderate�adverse�effects’.��Can�this�be�regarded�as�‘air�quality�neutral’?�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��Yes,�thanks.��One�of�the�great�illusions�is�that�river�traffic�or�boat�

transport�is�in�some�way�more�environmentally�friendly�than�others.��It�simply�is�not.��These�boats�use�colossal�

diesel�engines.��We�have�got�to�make�sure�that�we�mitigate�the�impact�of�cruise�ships�arriving�at�Enderby�

Wharf�in�Greenwich.���

�



 

 

There�is�already�planning�permission�for�a�cruise�line�terminal�at�Enderby�Wharf.��What�we�need�to�do�is�to�

more�homes�and�more�jobs�delivered�as�a�result�of�that�permission.��We�are�also�seeking�measures�from�

Greenwich�towards�mitigation�of�the�impact�of�these�boats.��Although�the�funnels�will�be�very�high�-�they�will�

not�be,�as�some�people�have�said,�at�street�level�-�they�will�unquestionably�be,�in�my�view,�adding�to�

mono-nitrogen�oxides�(NOx)�and�to�other�pollution�in�the�area.��We�have�secured�£400,000�more�towards�local�

mitigation�to�minimise�the�impact�of�this�scheme�on�the�area.���

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��You�are�almost�arguing�against�what�the�Greater�London�Authority�(GLA)�has�determined.��

I�feel�the�GLA�has�played�down�all�the�pollution�fears.��In�fact,�the�recent�report�said�about�‘moderate�adverse�

effects’.��When�you�look�at�the�criteria�for�how�those�adverse�effects�happen�it�actually�sounds�as�if�they�could�

be�a�fairly�frequent�occurrence.��It�is�things�like�a�still�day�or�a�wind�from�the�southeast.��Yet�you�have�allowed�

the�GLA�to�support�this�whole�project.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��One�of�the�problems�is�that�the�new�planning�application,�which�

we�have�supported,�is�actually�air�quality�neutral.�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��It�is�not�if�there�is�a�potential�for�adverse�weather�effects.�

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��It�excludes�the�ship�movements�that�have�already�got�planning�

permission,�if�you�see�what�I�mean.��We�could�only�assess�the�new�application�that�we�had�before�us.��

Nonetheless,�there�have�been�funds�secured�for�mitigation�in�view�of�the�adverse�impacts�that�the�fumes�from�

these�ships�could�have�on�the�area.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��Instead�of�mitigating�effects,�you�could�just�not�have�the�effects�at�all.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��You�could.��That�is�a�very�reasonable�point.��What�you�would�lose�

is�a�lot�of�revenue.��You�would�lose�a�considerable�number�of�jobs�for�the�area.��The�borough�wants�it�to�go�

ahead.��Local�people�are�broadly�supportive�of�the�scheme.��I�would�like�Greenwich�to�go�further�and�seek�

further�mitigation�from�the�operators�of�the�cruise�liner�terminal.�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��This�is�probably�a�very�big�mistake.���

�

Boris�Johnson�MP�(Mayor�of�London):��If�you�are�saying�we�should�basically�have�a�cruise�liner�terminal�

that�would�--�

�

Jenny�Jones�AM:��Yes.��It�is�going�to�be�dirty.���
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